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INTRODUCTION
 	This chapter presents the foundation of this research. It explains the background of the study, the reasons for choosing the topic, the research questions, objectives, the significance of the study, and definitions of important terms used in the research. This chapter outlines the basic problems found in writing instruction and the need to explore YouTube as a learning medium to improve students' writing skills, particularly in writing explanation texts.
[bookmark: _Toc178695798][bookmark: _Toc205235813][bookmark: _Toc215120904]1.1 Background of the Study
	In general, there are four main English skills: listening, reading, speaking, and writing. Several studies have stated that writing is the most difficult and challenging skill. Writing is an activity of expressing ideas in the form of words that requires basic skills in spelling, grammar, and vocabulary, as well as high-level skills in planning and organizing (Muluk et al., 2022). In addition, writing requires additional skills to organize ideas. However, in practice, students still have difficulty expressing their ideas and imaginations in writing. For this reason, a technology-based learning media is needed that can be used to improve their writing skills. One of the learning media that can be applied to improve writing skills is the YouTube platform.
 	Based on site statistics, YouTube has more than 2 billion users (Anzani, 2024). YouTube provides various learning videos that can be accessed anytime and anywhere, thus providing flexibility for students and teachers to utilize various learning resources (Anggrarini & Faturokhman, 2021) Research shows that the use of YouTube in teaching English improves students’ writing, listening, speaking, and reading skills (Widiantri & Anugrah, 2023). In terms of learning writing skills, YouTube has great potential as an interactive and interesting learning medium. Teachers can use YouTube to show writing examples and tutorials. These videos can help students understand the material better because they include both pictures and sound (Binmahboob, 2020). 
[bookmark: _Toc178695800]	Previous studies have shown that learning using YouTube can improve writing skills and solve their problems in mastering this skill. In addition, YouTube videos have been shown to help students solve grammar problems and improve their vocabulary (Audina, 2022). Other studies have also suggested that YouTube has a positive impact on the learning process, student’s perceptions learning is much more interesting using YouTube (Choiryah, 2022). Other results show that the use of YouTube video media is more effective than textbook media in improving students' writing skills (Mulyanti, 2018). Students are able to improve their narrative writing skills through practice and learning from YouTube (Setyowati, 2024). 
 	Although YouTube has many benefits, previous studies have also found that there are several challenges in its implementation, including copyright issues, limited internet access (Prayudha, 2022), expensive internet costs for students (Choiryah, 2022), video duration, and the quality of the videos available. In addition, communication between students and teachers becomes difficult without other communication media such as WhatsApp (Anggrarini & Faturokhman, 2021). Therefore, it is important for teachers to ensure that the content used is in accordance with the curriculum and can be accessed by all students (Wilson, 2015). Given these various possibilities and challenges, the use of YouTube as a learning medium in writing classes requires a wise approach in order to achieve optimal results in improving students' writing skills.
	 Drawing from the data presented, some researchers focus on the broader perspective of the positive and negative impacts of utilizing YouTube as a learning tool in writing classes. However, many do so without directly engaging with students in the learning process or considering their perspectives as users of the medium. Therefore, this study seeks to delve into the implementation of YouTube in writing classes, explore students’ perceptions, and identify the benefits and challenges associated with its use.
 	Therefore, this study seeks to delve into the implementation of YouTube in writing classes, explore students’ perceptions, and identify the benefits and challenges associated with its use. It is expected that the findings of this study will provide practical insights for educators on how to effectively integrate YouTube into writing instruction, enhance student engagement, and ultimately improve students’ writing performance in a more interactive and accessible learning environment.
1.2 [bookmark: _Toc205235814][bookmark: _Toc215120905]Reason for Choosing the Topic
	 Implementation of the Use of YouTube as a Learning Media in Writing Class chosen because it is relevant to the rapid development of technology and the need for innovation in learning. In this research, the researchers focus on writing skills, because writing skills need much time to practice another skill. Many studies discuss YouTube as a learning media in English classes, both in speaking, listening, and reading skills. However, those discussing writing skills are still rarely done considering that writing is one of the most difficult and challenging. 
	This study was conducted to reveal the potential of YouTube in increasing students' interest and motivation in learning to write, as well as to identify factors that influence the success of YouTube implementation in the classroom and to find out how they perceive it as YouTube users. So, that the results obtained will be much more comprehensive. It is hoped that this study can contribute to the development of a more effective and interesting writing learning model for students in the digital era.
[bookmark: _Toc205235815][bookmark: _Toc215120906]1.3 Research Questions 
Based on the background description that has been described, several problems arise that require factual thinking and analysis that can be scientifically justified in relation to this thesis. Therefore, the researcher formulated the problem to be discussed as follows:
1. [bookmark: _Toc138358846][bookmark: _Toc178695801]How is the implementation of YouTube as a learning media in writing class?
2. How do students perceive the implementation of YouTube as a learning medium in writing classes?
[bookmark: _Toc205235816][bookmark: _Toc215120907]1.4 Research Objectives
Basically, everything that is done has a purpose, so this research also has objectives to be achieved. As for the desired goal achieved by the authors in this study, among others:
1. Find out the implementation of YouTube as a learning media in writing class.
2. Find out students' perceptions of implementing YouTube as a learning medium in writing class.
[bookmark: _Toc138358847][bookmark: _Toc178695802][bookmark: _Toc205235817][bookmark: _Toc215120908]1.4 Significance of the Study 
Based on the above objectives, the authors expect results. This research can be useful in three aspects, namely, theoretical, practical. The intended use is as follows:
1. This study adds to the existing body of research on the use of digital media in language learning, particularly in the context of writing skills.
2. The findings could provide insights for educators and curriculum developers on the potential of YouTube as a tool for teaching writing skills, helping them make informed decisions about integrating YouTube into language learning.
[bookmark: _Toc138358848][bookmark: _Toc178695803][bookmark: _Toc205235818][bookmark: _Toc215120909]1.5 Definition of Terminologies
To avoid misunderstandings, the researchers believe some terminology is necessary in this study. Here are the conditions:
1. Perception is a process that involves receiving, organizing, and interpreting stimuli. Perceptions can be divided into positive and negative perceptions (Yoana & Suryani, 2023).
2. Learning Media
Learning media alludes to the instruments, materials, and assets utilized to encourage learning and educating. It incorporates a wide run of physical and computerized assets such as books, recordings, podcasts, pictures, intuitively program, and online courses (FISIP, 2024). 
3. YouTube 
YouTube is one of the numerous social media regularly utilized nowadays by individuals. The consideration of YouTube in instruction simple and user-friendly way to make strides in collaboration aptitudes and coordinated teaching (Harianja & Febriasari, 2019). 
3. YouTube for lesson writing 
YouTube has become a valuable tool for teaching writing, offering an interactive and engaging learning experience. It provides access to a wide range of educational videos that can enhance students' writing skills by presenting examples of various text structures, writing techniques, and creative processes (Binmahboob, 2020).
4. Writing skill
Writing skill is a critical component of language learning, involving the ability to organize thoughts coherently, use appropriate vocabulary, and follow grammatical conventions (Puspitasari, 2023). 
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