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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION

This chapter will explain the introduction including the background of the study, the research question, the aim of the study, the significance of the study, and the definition of the term.

1.1 Background of the Study
English is an international language because it is used to communicate by most countries in the world (Krstanovic & Marinac, 2019). Several countries have made English the primary language. In Indonesia, English is used as a foreign language. However, in most Indonesian cities, English is used on multiple occasions to deliver speeches, materials, and messages in a single interaction (Nufus, 2018). 

In addition, the appropriate age to begin teaching English to young students in Indonesia remains a source of contention among educators and this issue has yet to be resolved in the area of second language mastery. Furthermore, no law requires kindergarten through elementary school to provide English instruction (Nufus, 2018). 
Therefore, the government issue a policy in 1993 through the Decree of the Minister of National Education to allow English in elementary schools as local content (Zein, 2017). The policy aims to improve students' English skills and mastery. In improving English mastery, young learners must be taught by good and appropriate teachers. Teachers are second parents to students who have basic knowledge, skills, and passion for students in basic education.

Many elementary school teachers in Indonesia consider English important for young learners because it has many benefits (Oktaviani & Fauzan, 2017). Thus, the teacher's perception of the importance of English for young learners is an important thing to learn. There have been several previous studies on the importance of English for young learners. For example, Prayatni (2019) shows that the earlier young learners start learning English, the greater the chance of mastering the language. In addition, Saputra (2017) states that teaching English to young learners is an important thing to do because age is needed to encourage their intellectual, physical, emotional, and social development. 
Based on the previous description, this research focuses on teachers' perceptions of the importance of English for young learners, i.e: students in Elementary Schools in Garut.

1.2. Research Question
Based on the background of the research, the research question can be stated as follows: What are teachers’ perceptions about the importance of English for Young Learners in Elementary Schools?  

1.3. Research Objective
This study is aimed to find out teachers' perceptions about the importance of English for Young Learners in Elementary School.

1.4. The Significance of the Study

The researcher expects that the findings of this study will be beneficial to everyone. Researcher divide the contributions as follows:

1. Significance

The results of this study are expected to be useful for readers and can increase knowledge and understanding of the importance of English for Young Learners.

2. Practical Significance

The results of this study are expected to be useful for teachers and provide information and references for other research.
1.5. The Definition of the Term

Some main terms to avoid misunderstanding are defined as follows:

1. Perception is an important thing in the process of human activities and influences someone in making certain decisions (Laksono, Supriyono, & Wahyuni, 2018).

2. Young learners are defined as children between the ages of 5 and 12 (Linse, 2011). 

3. EFL Teachers is a person who helps students in the teaching and learning process (Al-Mahrooqi, Denman, Al Siyabi, & Al-Maamari, 2015).

4. Elementary School is elementary educational institutions are an important stage in an individual's educational journey, with the goal of providing students with fundamental knowledge (Dogan & Sezer, 2010).
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