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The complexity of narrative text can sometimes be challenging for students when they read. This study investigates the students' problems and teachers' possible solutions in reading comprehension of narrative text in junior high school. The researcher used the qualitative method with a case study design to describe the students' problems in detail. The data were collected by conducting the interviews to five students and one English teacher who were selected purposively. The results showed that the students have six problems in reading comprehension of narrative text: lack of familiarity with the subject matter, lack of use of effective reading strategies, limited vocabulary knowledge, difficulty in understanding long sentences and text, lack of fluency, and difficulty in inferencing. In addition, the teacher has several alternative solutions to overcome the problems faced by students in reading comprehension of narrative text: hold a study contract and pretest at the beginning of learning, help students to understand the text or sentence structures, instruct students to memorize vocabulary, use the drilling technique, ask students to practice pronunciation repeatedly, and ask students to reread the text. The recommendations for both teachers' practice and future studies are covered in the study.
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