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CHAPTER 1 
INRODUCTION
1.1. The Background of the study
One of the goals of cooperative learning is to disrupt typical hierarchies ofwho is “smart” and who is not; According Cohen (1994) has extensively documented theways in which issues of societal status are often reproduced within cooperativelearning activities unless specific steps are taken to alter that relationship.Cooperative Integrated Reading and Composition (CIRC) is a school-based program that targets reading, writing, and language arts in grades 2 through 6. The three principle program elements are direct instruction in reading comprehension, story-related activities, and integrated language arts/writing instruction. Each student is paired with another student and then assigned to a group of students at the same or different reading level. These learning teams work cooperatively on program-related activities. All activities follow a cycle that involves teacher presentation, team practice, peer pre-assessment, additional practice, and testing. Several years ago, CIRC was adapted to form one component of Reading Wings, a comprehensive reading program in the Roots and Wings whole-school reform model. The Roots and Wings model consists of elementary school age learning programs, reading and language arts instruction, tutoring, family support and integrated services, social studies and science instruction, and mathematics instruction. CIRC has been incorporated into a primer-level reading program called Reading Wings.
CIR program received a "promising" rating. The evaluations of CIRC are quasi-experimental in design, and utilized reasonably convincing comparison groups along with statistical analyses that attempted to account for any pre-existing differences between the experimental and control groups. The evaluations demonstrate that treatment-group students scored significantly higher than control-group students on standardized tests of reading comprehension, reading vocabulary, language expression, language mechanics, and spelling.
The Cooperative Integrated Reading and Composition (CIRC) aims of CIRC strategy are basically to improve the students ability to understanding readings contents as well as to develop the reading comprehension materials they read. CIRC strategies can help teachers integrate reading activities in teaching reading.
English language becomes one of the important subject in school. It is important to have as wide range of resources as possible in the classroom to improve student reading ability and the resources must include the role as a teaching device ,and also  it can arouse the student’s motivation in the whole learning-teaching process . in this research  the writer would like to prove her curiosity whether or not retelling stories can reveal the effect of cooperative integrated reading and composition in group work toward students reading comprehension. 
1.2 The Assumptions
In relation to the topic of the study, the writer takes some considerations as follows:
1. Reading is one of English skills that must be mastered by students.
2. The strategies in teaching reading have important effect toward the students achievement in learning reading.
3. Reading comprehension as the process of simultaneously extracting and constructing earning though interaction and involvement with written language.
4. Group work can involve much more than just group discussion. For example, student could work in a group to conduct an experiment, or construct a model, or compile a local history.
CIRC technique is developed to support traditionally used “skill-based reading groups” approach.
1.3  The Scope and Limitation
	The writer limits the study to the teaching and learning process of reading because  English teaching at junior high school covers four skills as listening, speaking, reading, and writing. Specifically, the writer  limit the study on the effect of cooperative integrated reading and composition in group work toward students reading and composition.
 1.4 The problem Statements
Based on the background above ,the writer will formulated the main problem into two question of the research as follow:
1) Does Cooperative integrated reading composition affect student reading comprehension?
2) How does Cooperative integrated reading composition affect student reading comprehension?
1.5 The Research Purposes
The Purposes of the study are:
1)  To find out the effect Cooperative integrated reading composition affect toward student reading comprehension.
2) To discover how of cooperative integrated Reading and composition in Group Work affect students reading comprehension.

1.6 The Hypothesis
[bookmark: _GoBack]According to Suryakusumah (2006:10), “hypothesis is a prediction about a relationship among variables which not only were testable, but repeatedly tested against data.
Based on definition above, the writer hypothesis that:
· Ho: There is no significant effect of using Cooperative Integrated Reading and Composition on Students’ Reading Comprehension.
· Ha: There is a significant Effect of using Cooperative Integrated Reading and Composition on Students’ Reading Comprehension.


1.7 The method of the Research
	The method used in the research was Quantitative Method is means for testing objective theories by the examining relationship among variable. The final written report has a set structure consisting of introduction. Literature and theory, methods and results and discussion.
The writer tries to use an experimental research by forming groups. The writer took the population of the eight grade students of Junior High School of this study was test.
 1.8 The Definitions of Terminology
	There are several terms related to the present research. It is intended to avoid misunderstanding to this study.Cooperative learning has been used extensively within “regular education”classrooms (McTighe& Lyman,1988;Jones&Steinbrink,1991;Almasi,1995; Gambrell, 1996) and “special education” classrooms (Hoover & Patton, 1995).
Integrated —is central to social constructivism for several reasons. The close link in constructivism between knowledge and experience, theory and practice, demands an integrated program. Further, the holism of social constructivism—the connecting of various dimensions of life—calls for a program that advocates and models integration of the cognitive, social, emotional, and behavioral, the professional and the personal.
According to Brown’s opinion (1980:7), Teaching is showing or helping someone to learn how to do something, giving instruction, guiding in the study of something, providing with knowledge and causing to know or understand. 
Group Work is generic term covering a multiplicity of techniques in which two or more students are assigned a task that involves collaboration and self - initiated language (Brown,1994:173). According to Brown (1994:291), “Reading comprehension is primarily a matter of developing appropriate, efficient comprehension strategies”.  
Cooperative integrated reading composition (CIRC) technique, one of the learning techniques based on cooperation, is designed to develop reading, writing and other language skills in the upper grades of primary education. CIRC technique presents a structure that increases not only opportunities for direct teaching in reading and writing but also applicability of composition writing techniques (Açıkgöz, 1992; Yaman, 1999).
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