CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION

1.1 Background of the Study
Language is very important for our life; through language we can express our ideas or feeling operating through the organ of speech and hearing or distinctive having understood meaning.
Language is composed of good structure and proper, understandable pronunciation. Every culture has different character and every language has different structure and pronunciation.
The Indonesian government has chosen English as the first foreign language to be taught in the schools. So, English a compulsory subject, which is taught to the students from elementary school until university. Student should learn the four language skills; listening, speaking, reading and writing. The four skills are taught cohesively. Brown in Finocchiaro (1984, in Kulsum2006:1) “Language is a system of arbitrary, vocal symbols which permit all people in a given culture or other people who have learned the system of that culture to communicate or to interact.”Although it is focused on the four skills, pronunciation is not separately taught from the four skills.
	It is difficult for Indonesian students to pronounce English words correctly, for example when they are asked to pronounce the word “today” / t ∂ d e I / they will pronounce /today/. It happens of the differences between their mother tongue and the English. The degree of difficulty in learning is also determined by the degree of difference between the two languages. 
	With regard to its pronunciation, the English language is quite difficult for Indonesian learners. In some cases, the difficulties are caused by the irregular spelling of the language which offers a poor guidance to its pronunciation. In other cases, difficulties are due to the interference (negative transfer) from the first language to the target language. (Syafei (1988, in Septiani 2005:3)).

	Pronunciation is the act of manner of speaking a word. That is one of the most important parts of English to communicate with others since there are differences between the symbol and its sounds. When we communicate with other people we should not only have a good vocabulary but also have good pronunciation. Therefore, it is important to teach pronunciation. As stated by Harmer ( 2000: 183 ) that “for all these people, being made aware of pronunciation issues will be of immense benefit not only to their own production but also to their own understanding of spoken English.”
The students often find problem with pronunciation when they speak, read, or listen to English spoken words. It might be caused by some factors. Learning English is very complex since there are many factors that determine the success or failure of learners in language learning. There are two kinds of factors, which affect someone in learning English: internal and external factors coming from the learners themselves, such as motivation, interest, aptitude, and intelligence, while external factors coming from outside of the learners, such as the situation and condition of the environment, learning materials, and the teacher’s ability in handling the English teaching and learning program.
	Therefore, the teachers should have several special tricks to make their students motivated to learn English. The learners need a way of teaching that is enjoyable and practical so that finally they can integrate themselves into English. It is assumed that they can contribute many things to improve student’s capabilities, especially in their skill elements, such as vocabulary enrichment, listening and speaking. The writer believe that singing English Song have direct influence on the pronunciation skills. This paper tries to find out whether songs can improve achievement in pronunciation.

1.2 The Reason for Choosing the Topic
 To teach English language is not easy, the teacher needs a method of teaching that is enjoyable and practical. There are some methods of teaching, for example, using pictures to teach vocabulary and games to teach grammar. In doing this study, the writer uses songs as the media to improve the students’ achievement in pronouncing English words.
	Song is short piece of music with words that you sing (Hornby, 2008:423). Most people like songs because they believe that songs are like magic. Songs can make them cry, laugh, sad or angry when they hear it. From songs, they can also learn a lot of things such as culture and new words. Based on the reasons above, the writer believes that songs can be used as an alternative way in the language learning.
	English learning activities involve four skills; listening, speaking, reading, and writing. Most of students get difficult when listening section. It is difficult for them to memorize and comprehend what they listen to. Therefore, it is better for the teacher to teach the students with something interesting and valuable in the listening class. The writer thinks that song is a valuable material because by listening to songs, students can learn vocabulary, pronunciation, expression, and make them interested to learn.
	However, the teacher cannot bring all songs into the class, so she/ he should be able to select appropriate songs for the students. She/ he should think about the level of the students, the theme, and the students’ interest of the songs. 
Based on the explanation above the writer wants to show to English teachers that there are actually many ways of teaching English, one of them is listening to song through singing which are useful as the alternative treatments for the students’ problem in teaching pronunciation. She hopes that it will be a valuable contribution to the development of English teaching in general and teaching pronunciation in particular.

1.3 The Assumption of the Research
It is assumed that “Listening tosong can improve the students’ pronunciation of English words”.

1.4 The Limitation of the Research
	To avoid misunderstanding and clarify the problem, it is necessary to limit the problem; the writer will limit the problem to improving the students’ pronunciation of English words by using song.
1.5 The Statement of the Problems
	In order to make a systematic approach to solving the problems, the problem is stated as follows: 
· Does listening to song and singing improve the students’ pronunciation of English words?
· Is there any difference between the students’ score of Experimental group and that of Control group in students’ pronunciation of English words?

1.6 The Purpose of the Research
The purpose of this research is:
· To find out whether songs are effective technique to improve the students’ pronunciation of English words.
· To find out whether or no significant difference differences between the students’ score of Experimental group and  that of Control group in students’ pronunciation of English words.

1.7 Hypothesis
The hypotheses on the research are:
Ho : There is not a significant difference between the students’ score of Experimental group and that of Control group in students’ pronunciation of English words.
Ha : There is a significant difference between the students’ score of Experimental group and that of Control group in students’ pronunciation of English words.

1.8 The Significance of the Research
This study is expected to have a significant contribution to the improvement of the language teaching. In particular, it is expected to be a very useful input for foreign language teachers in teaching pronunciation. It is also hoped that the result of study can help the students to find alternative ways to improve their pronunciation quality.

1.9 The Definition of Terminologies
	To avoid misunderstanding and ambiguity, it is important for the writer to clarify some terms used in this research. Some terms which need to be clarified are:
· Achievement	: The result of learning process that is obtained in the schoolor university, which has cognitive characteristics and it is usually given by the values. Brown  (1994:56)
· Pronouncing	: Make the sound of a word or letter. (Oxford Learner’s Pocket Dictionary)
· Song		: Short piece of music with words that you sing. (Oxford Learner’s Pocket Dictionary)
· Singing	: Make musical sounds with your voice in the form of song or tune. (Oxford Learner’s Pocket Dictionary)	
· Listening	: Pay attention to somebody or something that you can hear. (Oxford Learner’s Pocket Dictionary)
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