CHAPTER 1
INTRODUCTION


1.1 The Background of the Study
Vocabulary is part of language. It has an important role to express ideas in communication by means of language. The learners can perform and practice their skill, if they learn many vocabularies, the students will able to produce many sentences. If the students have limited vocabularies, they will find any difficulties in mastering their language skills.
	Richard (2002:225) states, “Vocabulary is a core component of language proficiency and provides much of the basis for how well learners speak, listen, read, and write.” From this statement, it is clear that vocabulary plays an important role in the four language skills. It gives contribution to the learners to perform or practice their skills better. It means that by mastering the vocabulary, the learners will able to produce so many sentences easily either in spoken or written one. It is impossible for the learners to perform their English well if their vocabularies are very poor. They will find any difficulties in expressing or mastering their language skills because of having too limited vocabularies. Therefore, vocabulary mastery must be on the first priority in English language teaching and learning. Without mastering the vocabulary, the learners will be difficult to master the other language skills.
	Nowadays, English has been introduced in elementary school, junior high school, senior high school until university. Especially in junior high school, there are many schools which have involved English subject as one of local content. Teaching in junior high school is very different that of teaching adult in university. This is because different age has different needs, competencies, and cognitive skills (Harmer 2001:37). Students in junior high school have certain characteristic and need a particular treatment in teaching learning English. Some students think that English is very difficult to learn, so they feel bored and loss motivation in learning English and do not pay attention to the materials.
	The cause of the problem is that the teachers still uses the conventional method in teaching materials. The teacher just explains the materials and then gives exercises in written from. There is no variation or other teaching media or technique used by the teacher. Variations in teacher quality have been shown to be extraordinarily important for student achievement and econometric studies that these variations completely dominate any effects of altered class size (Mayer and Peterson, 1999:163). In conventional method, the teacher only teaching media are text book and blackboard. The students sometimes feel bored and sleepy, especially when it is taught in the last session. The other cause is that the students never practice the language whether when they are in the classroom or at home. They are afraid of making mistakes when they speak English. They prefer to speak Indonesian or Sundanese language to their teacher or friends. For the slow learners it is difficult for them to memorize the materials and need more time in understanding and accepting the materials. Besides, they need explanation in understanding the instruction when doing the test. Lack of vocabulary mastery, lack of facilities in teaching media and lack of student's motivation to master English are the other causes that possibly make the problem occur.
	Considering that, the writer wants to give a solution especially in increasing the student's vocabulary mastery, so that later the students will be able to speak in English well. The solution is by teaching vocabulary using crossword puzzle. Because the crossword puzzle offers a challenge that will motivate the students to try to fulfill the puzzle. It gives much opportunity for the students to practice and repeat the sentence pattern and vocabulary. Besides, the crossword puzzle is a kind of games that will makes the teaching-learning process more attractive than before. Nunan (2011:47) states, “Crossword puzzle can be fun activities to move learners from simple copying to more challenging word-level activities. From this statement, the students in learning vocabulary by using crossword puzzle will feel fun, relaxed and enjoyable, and they will memorize the vocabulary in different way, that is by rewriting them. 
Based on the background above, the writer would conduct a study to find out the effectiveness and students’ response of using crossword puzzle in teaching vocabulary. The writer decides to conduct a study entitle “The Use of Crossword Puzzle as a Technique to Increase the Students’ Mastery in English Vocabulary.”

1.2 The Reasons for Choosing the Topic
The reasons why the writer chooses crossword puzzle as a technique to increase the students’ mastery in English vocabulary are:
1. The students have problems in mastering the English vocabulary items which they learn.
2. The crossword puzzle is a technique that is supported to make student active in learning English.
3. The use of crossword puzzle may help students to increase their vocabulary.

1.3 The Problem Statement
Based on the problem background above, the writer would like to the mention the main problem which will be investigated through the following questions:
1. Does teaching vocabulary using crossword puzzle increase the students’ mastery in English vocabulary?
2. What is the students’ response to the teaching of English using crossword puzzle?

1.4 The Purpose of the study
The Purpose of this study:
1. The writer wants to investigate the effectiveness of using crossword puzzle in increasing the students’ mastery in English vocabulary.
2. The writer wants to know the students’ responses toward the use of crossword puzzles in learning English vocabulary.


1.5 The Assumption of the Study
Many teachers want to be a successful teacher in teaching-learning process. One of the greatest enemies of successful teaching is students’ boredom. The writer believes one of the factors that makes student boredom is the learning technique which uses by the teacher is less interesting. The fact shows that many successful teachers have good technique in teaching. They have good technique because they want their students active and creative in teaching-learning process. Thus the teacher should use the Crossword puzzle as a technique to increase students’ mastery in English vocabulary.

1.6 Hypothesis
The writer puts the hypothesis of the study as follows:
· The Null Hypothesis () is” Crossword puzzles can not increase the students’ mastery in English vocabulary.
· The Alternative Hypothesis () is “Crossword puzzles can increase the students’ mastery in English vocabulary.

1.7 The Scope and Limitation of the Research
There are many ways to teach vocabulary and it is not possible for the writer to tell all of the techniques. So, the writer makes limitation as follows:
1. The writer will apply the games technique especially crossword puzzle in increasing students’ mastery in English vocabulary. 
2. This writer is focused to investigate the effectiveness and students’ responses of using crossword puzzle as a technique to increase students’ mastery in English vocabulary. Beside that, the writer will take first year students of SMPN I Tarogong Kaler Academic Year 2011/2012 as the subject of the research.

1.8 The Research Methodology
The writer presents the methodology on conducting this study. The discussion of this includes the research design, the research procedure, the research site, population and sample, the technique of data collection, and the technique of data analysis.
1.8.1 Research Design
This research applies a quasi-experimental design as the research method.  Quasi experimental design is closer to the true experiment in that one of two criteria of experimental design is met. Quasi-experimental is the research design where they are, at least, two groups included in the study, and the class is divided as a control group and an experimental group, and subjects aren’t randomly assigned (Surjakusumah, 2006:2).
Then the writer divides the sample into two groups. There are group A and group B. Group A is an experimental group and group B is a control group. Group A is treated with crossword puzzles and group B is treated without crossword puzzles. Both groups are given pre-test, treatment, and post-test.
1.8.2 The Research Procedure
The procedure of study consists of several steps. The first step is organizing the research instruments. The research instruments used in the study are vocabulary test and questionnaire. Then, the vocabulary test is try-out tested. Try-out is a test at the beginning of this study to the second grade students. Try-out aimed to examine the validity and reliability of the test. The second step is administering pre-test at the beginning of the study to the experimental and control group in order to find out initial ability of vocabulary mastery between the two groups. The third step is organizing the lesson plan and conducting teaching experiment using crossword puzzle in experimental group. The fourth step was organizing the teaching procedure in experimental and control group. The experimental gives a treatment using crossword puzzle while the control gives a treatment without using crossword puzzle. The fifth step is administering post-test to experimental and control group to find out the last students’ ability of vocabulary mastery between the two groups. Then, questionnaire is administered to experiment group to know the students response towards the use of crossword puzzle. Then, the last step is analyzing the data. 
1.8.3 The research site
The research will be held in SMPN 1 Tarogong Kaler in Jln. Raya Samarang No. 52 Tarogong - Garut. This school has 27 classes with 40 students in each class. There are nine classes in each grade. This school is chosen because this school has good teachers and special classes that consist of the best students chosen by special school committee. The writer will take the first grade students as an object of the research.



1.8.4 The Population and Sample
a. Population
Arikunto (2006:130) states, “Population is all number subject of research. If someone wants to examine all the elements that exist within the study area, the research is the study population or population studies or censuses.”
Population is a group of element or cases, whether individuals object, or events, that conform to the specific criteria and to which we intend to generalize the results of the research. Population of this research is first grade students at SMPN 1 Tarogong Kaler academic year 2011/2012. There are 9 classes and the total number of first grade students is 360 students.
b. Sample
A sample is a part of population which is observed (Arikunto, 2006:131). There are two groups as the sample of this study, VII C as an experimental group consisted of 40 students and VII F as a control group consisted of 40 students.

1.8.5 The Technique of Collecting Data
Two types of data collection instruments were used:
a. Test 
Surjakusumah (2006:5) states, “Tests are devised to measure what the learner knows and does not know of the target language.”
In this study will be conducted in try-out test, pre-test and post-test:
1) Try-out test
Try-out test is given to second grade students. The purpose of try-out the research instrument is analysis the validity and reliability of the test. 
2) Pre-test 
Pre-test is given to experimental and control group to find out the initial ability of students’ vocabulary. The student will be tested to answer the essay questions. 
3)   Post-test
Post-test is given to experimental and control group to find out the last students’ ability of experimental group and control group. Whether there is any difference between the experimental and control group as a result of the treatment. The items of the test were the same as within those in pre-test.
b. Questionnaire
Questionnaire is mailed to respondents who are expected to read and understand the questions and write down the reply in the space meant for the purpose in the questionnaire itself (Kothari, 2008:100).
Questionnaire that is used in the study is close questionnaire. It is given to find out the students’ response toward the use of crossword puzzle as technique to increase students’ mastery in English vocabulary. The questionnaire consisted of 10 statements. Each statement have five various alternatives options that must be chosen by the students. The researcher used five-level item format as follows:
1. Strongly Agree 
2. Agree 
3. Uncertain 
4. Disagree 
5. Strongly disagree 
1.8.6 The Technique of Data analysis
a. Data Analysis on Try-out Test
To achieve a good test, this study will used computation statistical in analyzing the result on the try-out test. The try-out will held to measure the validity and reliability test. 
b. Data Analysis on Pre-test 
The procedure to analyze pre-test data as follows:

1) Normality Test
The normality test in the study will be conducted using Chi-square test. 
2) Variance Homogeneity Test
After the result of normality test was found, the researcher conducted variance homogeneity test. 
3) The Analysis of t-Test
Independent t-test is used to compare the means from two different groups. According to Brown (2001:166), there are two assumptions that must be fulfilled in conducting t–test (parametric statistic). The assumptions underlying the t-test are the normality distribution of the score in each group and the homogeneity of variances for the scores of the two groups.
On the other hand, if the data do not fulfill the requirements, formula in non parametric could be used to compare the two means of experimental and control groups.
c. Data Analysis on Post-test
Post-test will be conducted to find out the last students’ ability of experimental group and control group. Whether there is any difference between students’ score of experimental and control group after treatments. The procedures of data analysis in post-test were exactly same as pre-test data analysis.
d. Questionnaire analysis
The formula of percentage is used to analyze the questionnaire. The data will be interpreted based on the frequency of the students’ answer. 

1.9 The Significance of the Study
The writer hopes this study will give positive impacts for future teachers in teaching and learning English especially in teaching vocabulary.
The writer this research can give useful contribution especially for researcher, teachers, and students, they are:
1. For researcher, the result of this research can be useful for further study in teaching learning English. Learning strategies mean the techniques or devices which a learner may use to acquire knowledge (Surjakusumah, 2006).
2. For the students, learning English by using crossword puzzle can increase their vocabulary mastery. 
3. For the teacher, it will give him or his insight that using crossword puzzle is worth trying in teaching vocabulary.

1.10 The Definitions of the Terminology
1. Crossword puzzle is a game in which words have to be fitted across and down words in a pattern of numbered spaces within a USU square diagram. (Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary: 280).
2. Technique is the specific activities manifested in the classroom that are consistent with a method and therefore in harmony with an approach as well. (Douglas Brown, 2001: 48).
3. Mastery is attaining a level of skill that goes beyond technique. (Dave Ellis, 2010:45).
4. Increase is become or makes something greater in number, quantity, size, etc. (Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary, 1995:603).
5. Vocabulary is a core component of language proficiency and provides much of the basis for how well learners speak, listen, read, and write. (J. C. Richard 2008:255).


