

	

15

 CHAPTER II
A REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE

2.1	General Remarks 
	In this chapter the writer tries to describe the related literature of the research. Homework, the kind of homework, the positive and the negative effect of homework, the parents’ role, the definition of reading comprehension, strategies for reading comprehension as the main topic of this research will explain in this chapter. By this literature, the writer tries to find the using of homework as a manner in the effective teaching.
2.2 	Homework
2.2.1 	What is Homework?
	Homework or home assignments, refers to tasks assigned to their students by their teachers to be completed mostly outside of class. (http://en.wikipedia.org/ wiki/homework)
	According to Haycraft (1986:97), “homework is also a valuable way of getting to know your class better: as you correct, you become aware of individual strengths and weaknesses”.
	Based on the explanation above, homework is addition learning for the students as a supported tool on learning at school. Because the school time is limited, the student must learn out of school. By given them homework, they hopped can sharp their memories about the material have learned before.
2.2.2 	Why Is Homework Important?
There are several reasons why homework is important according to (http://www.bukisa.com/articles/28493_why-homework-is-important-#ixzz1ETeQUC2s):
Firstly, Homework helps you to remember the things you learned in class. By spending some time in the evening doing homework you are reminded of the material you covered in class during the day. This does several things for you in terms of helping you to remember those ideas. We often call this concept “learning by rote” and it is a tactic that has been proven effective for centuries. 
Secondly, Homework is also important because it teaches you critical thinking skills. When you do your homework you are often forced to take the material beyond what was covered in class. You are asked to think more critically about the subject matter. Whether it is a piece of literature or whether it’s a certain type of math problem or whether it is a science experiment. So, homework takes the learning experience and lets you apply the important critical thinking skills. While you may not use the actual subject matter later in life, those critical thinking skills will stick with you later in life and you will use them on a daily basis. 
Thirdly, Homework is also important from the teacher’s perspective. Homework allows a teacher to keep tabs on a student to see how ex Homework is also important from the teacher’s perspective actually they are progressing in relation to the rest of the class. It helps a teacher to identify a student who is not keeping up and allows them to give extra help to a student as needed. 
Finally, homework is important because it teaches children discipline. It offers them an opportunity to manage their time. In a sense, they are forced to “budget” their activities so that they have time to do the things they want to do as well as time to do the things that must be done. In this way, homework plays a small but significant part in the process of growing up and becoming a responsible adult. 
	Many researches find that homework significantly increases achievement. For example, based on Kauchak & Eggen in Lang & Evans (p. 268) report that homework significantly increases achievement, but “to be effective, it must be a logical extension of classroom work”.

2.2.3 	The Kinds of Homework
	According to Burden & Byrd in Lang & Evans (p. 268), there are five kinds of homework. Here are of them:
a. Practice to master skills and reinforce material learned in class.
b. Preparation for upcoming lessons.
c. Extending learning beyond what was treated in class.
d. Transfer of ideas and skills to new situations 
e. Practicing creativity, critical thinking, and problem solving.
But, according to LeConte (1981) in Muijs and Reynolds (2008:150), he classified homework into three kinds. Here they are:
· Practice assignments
· Preparation assignment
· Extension assignment
By the information above, although the researchers show the different kind of homework, homework has the same purpose. According to Kurtus (2006), the purpose of homework is to help you learn what was taught in class or to gain information by reading and answering questions. One type is reinforcing what was taught in class, another type is studying beyond what was explained in class, and the third type is primarily meant to keep the students busy. In any case, it is necessary to do your homework and do it well to get a good grade in the class.
The kind of homework will arrange based on the purpose above. The homework will be effective if the teachers and parents are positively involved. The teacher should give homework soon after the class activity about one subject finished. This definite that homework will appear as natural subject. Then, the parents should encourage their children to learn at home and provide a suitable area and the necessary tools (such as book, paper, pencils, etc.) to complete the homework assignments. And, the students should know that homework is important in their achievement.
       	Besides that, to make homework become an effective teaching tool the teachers should have homework policies. In Lang and Evans (p. 269), Cooper provides the following guidelines, which “can make homework an effective teaching tool.”
a. Coordinates policies. Districts, school, and classroom should coordinate policies.
b. State the rationale. The broad rationale for homework should be state (why mandatory, time requirements, and coordination of assignments among classes).
c. Assigning homework. Homework should be assigned, but the amount depends on developmental level and the quality of home support. It should not be just for knowledge acquisition. In younger grades it can develop good habits, help students realize they can learn at home as well as at school, foster independent learning, and show parents what going on at school.
d. Use other approaches.  Homework is only one approach to show children that learning takes place other than in school.

2.2.4	The Characteristics of Homework
	Most students think that homework is important and valuable, although a part of them do not always do it. To make students interest in doing homework, the teachers should know the homework characteristics and introduce it to their students. These are the characteristics of homework: 
a. Homework, like any school work, should never be used as punishment. This leads to a dislike of the subject, teacher, and schooling. 
b. Homework should be of reasonable length and difficulty, and should match student ability to work independently.
c. “Effective homework assignments do not just supplement the classroom lesson; they also teach students to be independent learners” (U.S. Department of Education,1986).
d. Homework can have value beyond students’ achievement.



2.2.5 	The positive and the negative effect of homework	
 Homework is one of the broadest aspects in teaching but it is one of controversial aspects. It is a central in the school life. Therefore, homework has the positive and negative effect. For example, according to Cooper, he finds the positive effect of homework; for the short time, homework can produce a good retention about facts, knowledge, understanding, critical thinking, and broad the curriculum. And, for the long time, it can develop a good habit in learning, developing the positive attitudes to school and learning, and motivated to learn at home.
	The non academic effect of homework include the development of self direction, self discipline, independent learner in solving problem, can use the time effectively, and the last, homework is used to solve the task which finish yet at school.
	For the students who always do the homework, they will have good sense if they are in the class or in the environment where they life. Because they have more knowledge than other people they become good self confidence. This make them brave to show up in the public.
	Although homework can give the positive effect for the students, the effect can feel by the different students appropriate with school grade and subjects.
	The negative effect from the homework is satiation, because the student tired to study. It can make the students lose their motivation and talent on academic process. They are always cheating, copying their friend work, etc.
	Therefore, to avoid this problem the teacher should the effective techniques to make their student interest in doing homework. There are some techniques encourage students to do homework based on Haycraft (1986:97): Don’t collect it all together, but ask for it individually, so that those who have to say so in front of everyone else. Again, give it back individually for the same reason. Mark your register with homework results as well as attendance. Your students should have two workbooks: one they hand in and one for current use.

2.2.6 	How Can Parents Get Involved?
	These are the parents’ attitudes to support their children in doing homework according to http://www.bukisa.com/articles/28493_why-homework-is-important-#ixzz1ETeQUC2s : 
a. “Share any concerns you may have regarding the amount or type homework assigned with your child's teacher or principal.
b.  Encourage your child to take notes concerning homework assignments in case questions arise later at home. 
c. Provide a suitable study area and the necessary tools (for example, paper and books) to complete the homework assignments. 
d. Limit after-school activities to allow time for both homework and family activities. 
e. Monitor television viewing and establish a specific homework time. 
f. Plan a homework schedule with your child. Allow for free time when assignments are completed. 
g. Praise your child's efforts. If questions arise about the assignments, and your child asks for help, ask him or her questions or work through an example rather than simply providing the answer. 
h. Younger children need more parental assistance with homework than older children. 
i. Go over homework assignments with your child. 
j. Do several problems or questions together, than observe your child doing the next one or two. 
k. If your child is in elementary school, check completed assignments. 
l. At all levels, ask to look at homework once it has been marked and returned. Ask your child's teachers about their homework policy and specific assignments.”
So, the teachers and the parents should positively involve to makes homework effective. The parents should create the pleasant situation at home to make their children motivated in learning at home. 
2.3	Reading Comprehension
2.3.1	What Is Reading Comprehension?
“Reading comprehension is a process of making sense of written ideas through meaningful interpretation and interaction with language.” ( Heilman, et al. (1987:265))
There are five comprehension skills based on Davis analysis in Heilman (241): recalling word meanings (vocabulary knowledge), drawing inferences from content, following the structure of a passage, recognizing a writer’s purpose, attitude, tone, and mood. The last, finding answers to questions answered explicitly or in paraphrase.
2.3.2	Strategies for Reading Comprehension
	There are ten strategies for reading comprehension according to Brown (1994:291), as follows:
1. Identify the purpose in reading
2. Use graphemic rules and patterns to aid in bottom-up decoding (for beginning level learners)
3. Use efficient silent reading techniques for relatively rapid comprehension (for intermediate to advanced levels) 
4. Skimming (consists of quickly running one’s eyes across a whole text to get the gist).
5. Scanning (Quickly searching for some particular piece or pieces of information in a text).
6. Semantic mapping or clustering 
7. Guessing
8. Vocabulary analysis 
9. Distinguish between literal and implied meanings
10.Capitalize on discourse markers to process relationships
2.3.3	Teaching Reading
	There are three phases involved in reading according to Williams (1981:37): the pre-, while- and post- reading.
	Pre-reading tries to introduce and arouse interest in the topic, motivate learners by giving a reason for reading, and provide some language preparation for the text.
	While-reading tries to help understanding of the writer’s purpose, help understanding of the text structure, and clarify text content.
	And the last, post- reading tries to consolidate or reflect upon what has been read, and relate the text to the learners’ own knowledge, interests, or views.

2.3.4	Students Reading Achievement
	According to Jacobouits (1976), Good reading habits can be developing to meet the following :
a. Maintain a healthful routine to read their best; the students should be in good physical condition.
b. Avoid unnecessary distraction, most people find it easier to read in away from distracting sight and sound.
c. Have a clear purpose for reading the purpose in reading will determine how the student read.
d. Get reading habit widely. The students can improve the reading only by reading abundantly. They may wish to begin with easy material. As the develop fluency and pleasure in reading. Try something harder.
Besides that, there are three reading achievement levels for each grade assessed by NAEP: Basic, Proficient, and advanced. The following definitions apply to all subjects and all grades assessed by NAEP: http://nces.ed.gov/nationreportcard/ reading/achieve.asp.
Table 1 
Achievement-Level Policy Definition
	Basic
	Partial mastery of prerequisite knowledge and skills that are fundamentals for proficient work at each grade.

	Proficient
	Solid academic performance for each grade assessed. Students reaching this level have demonstrated competency over challenging subject matter, including subject matter knowledge, application of such knowledge to real world situations, and analytical skills appropriate to the subject matter.

	Advanced
	Superior performance


Reading passages can be used for intensive study in class, for introducing and consolidating structure and vocabulary, as a springboard for other classroom activities, to increase pupils’ passive vocabulary and for pleasure. Texts used in class should preferably be short.
If reading is set for homework, it is most effective if you check on it in class. It serves two principal purposes:
a. The acquisition of new passive vocabulary and idiom.
b. Accustoming students to read fast and with pleasure in English, while they absorb new language forms, as they go along.

2.4	The Correlation Between Students’ Frequency Of Doing Homework and Their Reading Comprehension
	Homework is important thing in learning, because the students can learn more at home. The school time is limited, the students have more time at home than school. So, to help their ability in learning English the teacher should give them homework after the class. Homework helps the students to reduce the misunderstanding about one subject and remembering what are the material have learn. 
Unfortunately, today homework is not effective, because the students often copying their friends work and it make them not really understanding the material. So, the teacher and the parents should positively involve. They must have the policy for encourage their children. Homework, however, is very important for the students because it has the positive effect in their achievement.
While the writer did the teaching practice, she found there is the different grade between the student who always did homework and the students who never did it. The students who always did homework usually they have a good sense and more active in the classroom. So, the correlation between students’ frequency of doing homework and the students’ achievement can’t be separated. 
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