CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION
1.1. The Background of the Study
Pronunciation is a part of speaking skill in English language learning to learn by the students. According to Richards (2002), pronunciation as the way a certain sound or sounds are produced. Jones (1975:12) said that pronunciation is one of the components of the speech process. It’s confirmed by Hismanoglu (2006), “Pronunciation instruction is of great importance for successful oral communication to take place since it is an important ingredient of the communicative competence”. In pronunciation learning, the learner will learn about melody, rhythm and prosody. Gilbert (2005) said that communication in spoken English is organized by “musical signals”.” There are two aspects to these signals – rhythm and melody – and the combination of these two aspects may be called prosody”.
However, a lot of students have difficulty in English pronunciation. The difficulty is due not only to the difference between English a foreign language and Bahasa as their native language, but also to the learning approach, methodology, strategy, and technique. Based on a principle called PAKEM (Pembelajaran Aktif, Kreatif dan Menyenangngkan), learning process has to be active, creative, and enjoyable to make the delivery of content more effective. Course is not only place to learn pronunciation. Pronunciation can be learned everywhere and every time as long as the learner can find the native speaker as the source. Arini said in her research conducted in 2009 that one of the methods to learn pronunciation is listening to someone who has good pronunciation, such as a native speaker
Music and song is one of the media which can be used to improve pronunciation. According to Cambridge School Dictionary, song is words that go with a short piece of music. The lyrics of song can be used as the media of pronunciation learning. It is because of pronouncing song’ lyric while listening to the song will train the people to pronounce the words according to the native speaker. Clarke (2007) said that sing a song can improve the pronunciation and intonation patterns of the student. Besides, music and song can improve the motivation as defined by Gabrielsson & Lindström, it is also a pervasive belief that music can, at times, actually produce emotion in listeners. It also written on Basic Music Theory book (2001), music has magical power. It can transport you into an altered state, heal sickness, purify the body and mind. It means that music can be used to improve pronunciation ability. Besides, it can be used as a media of learning process to help the teachers to increase the motivation of the students in learning process. Song and music can make the students’ pronunciation better because listening and singing British popular songs habit is a good way to train English pronunciation ability.
However, there are many kinds of song. The one is British Popular song. Using this kind of music as a media of English learning will increase students’ motivation and pronunciation ability. British English is a native language of English. It’s different with American English or Australian English. Sweet (1877) said England, America, and Australia will be speaking mutually unintelligible languages owing to their independent changes of pronunciation. In relation to those statements, the writer will write a research paper entitled “The Impact of British Popular Songs on Students’ Pronunciation”.
1.2. The Reasons for Choosing the Topic
The reasons why the writer chooses the topic are as follows:
1. Most of senior high school students have difficulty in English pronunciation because their native language is not English.
2. Many students do not realize that listening and singing British popular songs habit can make their pronunciation better.
1.3. The Assumptions
The assumptions related to the topic are follows:
1. Pronunciation is the ability that greatly influences the speaking skill of the English language learner.
2. Song and music can be used to train pronunciation.
1.4. Scopes and Limitations
To simplify the study, the writer limits the research to study about how British popular music impacts the students’ pronunciation and the population is only the 2nd year of Senior High School 15 Garut students.
1.5. Problem Statement
The research is conducted to reveal the answers to the following question: Does listening and singing British popular songs habit impact the students’ pronunciation?
1.6. The Research Purpose
Based on the problems mentioned, the researcher has the following objective: To discover the impact of listening and singing British popular songs habit on students’ pronunciation.
1.7. Research Method
Research is a process of collecting, analyzing and interpreting information to answer. According to Dawson (2002), research methodology is the philosophy or the general principle which will guide your research. It is the overall approach to study your topic and includes issues you need to think about.
According to Creswell (2009:4), Qualitative research is a means for exploring and understanding the meaning individuals or groups ascribe to a social or human problem. Therefore, the writer seeks out the impact of listening and singing British popular songs habit on students’ pronunciation.
1.7.1. Population and Sample
The population of this study is the 2nd grade students of Senior High School 15 Garut enrolled in 2013/2014 academic year. Dawson (2002) explains purposive samples, known also as nonprobability samples, are used if description rather than generalization is the goal. In this type of sample it is not possible to specify the possibility of one person being included in the sample.  In conclusion, the writer selected the sample based on the most criteria that were met by the students. The judgment sampling method was applied in this research. Kothari (2004) reveals that in judgment sampling method the researcher uses his/her judgment to select population members who are good prospects for accurate information. Accordingly, the sample is the part of the population. The sample of the study is ten students from the population. It is taken from different class.
1.8. The Significance of Research
1.8.1. Theoretically
This research is expected to give contribution to other researchers as a reference for their research.
1.8.2. Practically
This research is expected to realize the reader that song and music can impact their pronunciation. Moreover, music can be used as a media in teaching English by the teacher. Furthermore, the result of this research is expected to improve student’s English pronunciation.
1.9. The Definition of Terminologies
To avoid misunderstanding of terminologies, which are used in this research with other topic subjects, the writer feels that it is necessary to explain them. The terminologies are as follows:
1. Pronunciation as the way a certain sound or sounds are produced. Richards (2002).
2. Pronunciation is one of the components of the speech process. (Jones, 1975:12).
3. There are two aspects to these signals – rhythm and melody – and the combination of these two aspects may be called prosody. (Gilbert, 2005).
4. Song is words that go with a short piece of music. (Cambridge School Dictionary). Research methodology is the philosophy or the general principle which will guide your research. (Dawson 2002:14)
5. Qualitative research is a means for exploring and understanding the meaning individuals or groups ascribe to a social or human problem.
(Creswell 2009:4).
music, the advantages of music, the advantages of song, and teaching with song.

