
CHAPTER I 
INTRODUCTION 
 
A. The Background of The Study 
Human being cannot stand alone but they always live in a group. Language is a mean of communication using either written or spoken language. In Indonesia, English is a foreign language. Students should have a good command ofthe four language skills: listening, speaking reading and writing.  
Reading is one of the important skills in learning English. By reading texts, the students can get information that they need. That’s why reading is the key to the successful language learning especially in understanding the written language.  
There are many techniques of teaching reading in the classroom. Teaching process needs suitable teaching techniques. One of the techniques is discussion. 
Discussion is an orderly process of face to face group interaction in which people exchange ideas about an issue to solve a problem, answer questions, enhance their knowledge or understanding. So, students not only understand but also can apply language orally. It is clear that discussion in teaching reading is a way of helping students develops problem solving and critical thinking in reading. 
Discussion as a teaching strategy in teaching reading. During the process students can study through group discussion. Discussion should involve students 
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thinking and increase motivation of thinking, develop student’s ability to analyze the content, to express their ideas orally, and to think purposefully. In teaching process through discussion teacher should prepare teaching materials for a classroom discussion. In this process, discussion is an alternative way to solve the task. So, the students not only comprehend the subject butalso be able to apply it orally. Gail and Gail(1990) statethat discussion is an effective method of facilitating five types of learning outcomes: 
· General subject matter mastery 
· Problem solving ability 
· Moral development 
· Attitude change and development 
· Communication skill 
Based on statements above it is clear that discussion in teaching reading is an important way to solve student’s problem in improving reading skill. 
 
B. The Reasons for Choosing the Topic 
The writer chooses this topic for the reasons below: 
· The students find difficulties in understanding a text when using a conventional method in learning process. 
· The students almost feel bored when they are given speech or individual learning methods. 
 
 
C. TheAssumption 
Based on the background stated above, the writer assumes that discussion methods give a good effect to learning reading. Discussion helps students to understand the text and make learning process more enjoyable. 
 
D.  The Scope and Limitation 
Students are required to master the elements of language skills especially in reading skills. The writer is interested in finding out the effectiveness of discussion methods in improving reading skills. 
 
E. The Problem Statements 
The writer wants to find the answers toward of problem of the study which is formulated in the following questions: 
· Do students taught using discussion techniques have a better result on reading comprehension than the students taught using conventional way? 
· Does the discussion method give a good effect in learning reading? 
 
F. The Research Purposes 
Relating to the problem above, the writer states the research purposes as follows: 
· To find out some effect of discussion method on students reading comprehension. 
· To find out how far the effectiveness discussion method gives a result in learning reading. 
 
G. The Hypothesis 
In this research, the hypothesisis “using discussion methods in teaching reading is more effective than conventional methods” 
 
H. The Research methods 
The method of the study used in this paper is true experimental research method. This method used in this research to get an accurate data of the research and provide to get information about effectiveness of discussion methods. 
 
I. The Significance of the research 
· It is expected to give valuable contribution in teaching reading comprehension. 
· It is expected that the result of this study will give a better way in developing teaching reading strategies.  
 
J. Definition of Terminology 
To avoid misunderstanding, the writer explains the terms used in the title as follows: 
· Improve is act of enhancing or making better in terms of quality, value or usefulness. This can be by making ideas, objects or processes more desirable by adding or removing components. 
· Reading is the meaningful interpretation of printed or written verbal symbol. Christine Nuttal (1992:14) 
· Discussion is an orderly process of face to face group interaction in which people exchange ideas about an issue to solve a problem, answering questions, enhancing their knowledge or understanding. 
· Methodisa particular procedure for accomplishing or approaching something, especially a systematic or established one. 
 

