CHAPTER I 
INTRODUCTION 
 
A. 	Background of the Study 
Language is a cultural product used for communication in a social life. Communication is one way to express ideas, feelings, or needs. Communication becomes effective if the purpose of the communication can be gained well; both the speakers and the hearers have the same perception of what they are talking about so that the receiver can give the feedback. There are two types of language; oral language and written language. 
Linguistics is a scientific study of language. The study  includes phonetics, phonology, morphology, syntax, and semantics as components of a linguistics theory as Verschueren (1999 : 1) states that “Linguistics is traditionally divided into component diciplines such as phonetics, phonology, morphology, syntax, and semantics. Each of those is related to a specific unit of analysis”.  
On the other hand, pragmatics neither can be identified with a specific unit of analysis nor be associated with the traditional components of a linguistics theory. Pragmatics may be a linguistics phenomena that is studied from the point of view of how the language resourses are used. Verschueren (1999 : 1) defines “pragmatics as the study of language use, or to employ a somewhat more complicated phrasing, the study of linguistics phenomena from the point of view of their usage  properties and processes”. Traditionally, pragmatics mainly focuses 
on four tyes units that can be captured as a significant number of speech act types, 
1 
 




conversations of various kinds, some non-conversational types of speech event, and certain kinds of texts.  
Speech act as a branch of pragmatics analyzes about the performance of an utterance. People perform their actions when they are saying a word. By saying something, people do something. Yule (1996 : 47) defines “a speech act as actions performed via utterances in an actual situation of language use bringing the functions the speaker intends the hearer (s) to take or to interpret”.  
A research of speech acts previously had been done. The previous research classified the speech acts based on Austin‟s theory. According to Austin (1962), each speech acts can be analyzed into three parts; Locutionary Act, Illocutionary 
Act, and Perlocutionary Act; however, according to the shared set of conditions, Searle (1976) cited in Paltridge (1999) classifies speech acts into five basic types:  representatives, directives, commissives, expressives, and declaratives.  
The use of speech acts also occurs in the movie because a movie has conversation as a natural society and action within it. Conversation has recently become a focus of interest for speech act theory. A movie is a form of modern literary works which combines techniques of drama, poetry, visual arts, and music; Has been included in literary studies since the twentieth century, with the movie scripts being studied as a works of arts (www2.ferrum.edu). Movie as a part of entertainments needs and uses language either verbally or nonverbally to convey the idea. The use of language in a movie is important in sending the message of the movie to support the visual element. 
Furthermore, every character in a movie performs some acts which not only consists of body movements but also of a verbal language; also, a mix between a verbal and a nonverbal language. The verbal one is the way of performing acts through language; moreover, the use of speech acts in a movie is to convey the meanings of the messages between figures of the movie and to represent the characterization of the characters. The writer is interested in analyzing speech acts on a movie because a movie presents complete forms of speech acts. 
Based on the overview above, the writer decided to study “An Analysis of 
Speech Acts Used in „The Dark Knight‟ Movie”. 
B. 	Assumption 
It is assumed that speech act is one part of communication elements that belong to linguistics phenomenon. There are many kinds of speech acts of the utterances in the dialogue of the various literary works such as in a novel, a play, a drama including in a movie. The experts have shown various ways to express speech acts which refer to different meanings. 
C. 	Scope and Limitation 
The writer limits the study on a movie entitled “The Dark Knight”. Based on the problems, the limitation of this study is to classify the speech acts of “The 
Dark Knight” movie.  
 
 
 
D. 	The Problem Statement 
There are many utterances in the dialogue of “The Dark Knight” movie which belong to the speech acts. According to the background, the problem statements of this paper are: 
1. How many speech acts are found in the dialogue of “The Dark Knight” movie? 
2. What types of speech acts are found in the dialogue of “The Dark Knight” movie?  
E. 	Research Purpose 
Based on the problems stated, the writer defines that the purpose of the study are: 
1. To find out how many speech acts found in the dialogue of “The Dark 
Knight” movie. 
2. To identify the speech acts used in the dialogue of “The Dark Knight” movie. 
F. 	Research Method 
In conducting this research, the writer uses a descriptive qualitative study.  Heigham & Croker (2009 : 5) explain that a qualitative research entails collecting primarily textual data and examining it using an interpretive analysis.  
This study also will use a document analysis method in gaining the data as Marinai (2008 : 1) states that the aim of the document analysis is the automatic extraction of information presented on a paper and initially addressed to human comprehension. 
 
G. 	Significance of the Research 
Through analyzing speech acts, it is expected to give some benefits: 
1. For the writer: this study could be a useful source and reference in order to give some information which can be used to broaden her knowledge related to the academic input about speech acts. 
2. For other students: this study could be a useful source and reference in order to give some information which can be used to broaden their knowledge related to academic input about Speech Acts. 
3. For teachers: this study could be used as an educational material and motivation in teaching speech acts. 
4. For institution: this study could be used as a comparison of other study of speech acts in the STKIP Garut environment.  
H. 	Definitions of Terminology 
To avoid misunderstanding of this study, there are some terms related to the study as follows: 
1. The definition of movie/film: 
A movie is a form of entertainment that enacts a story by sound and a sequence of images giving the illusion of continuous movement. 
(http://www.pricenton.edu); 
2. The definition of speech act: 
A speech act is an action performed via utterances in an actual situation of language bringing the functions the speaker intends the hearer (s) to take or to interpret. (Yule, 1996 : 47); 
3. The definition of representative speech act: 
Representative speech act is a speech act that commits the speaker (in varying degrees) to something's being the case, to the truth of the expressed 
proposition.  (Searle, 1975 : 12) 
4. The definition of directive speech act: 
Directive speech act is speech act that attempts (of varying degrees, and hence, more precisely, they are determinates of the determinable which includes attempting) by the speaker to get the hearer to do something. (Searle, 
1975 : 13); 
5. The definition of commissive speech act: 
Commissive speech act is speech act that commits the speaker (again in varying degrees) to some future course of action. (Searle, 1975 : 14); 
6. The definition of expressive speech act: 
Expressive speech act is speech acts that express the psychological state specified in the sincerity condition about a state of affairs specified in the propositional content. (Searle, 1975 : 15); 
7. The definition of declarative speech act: 
Declarative speech act is speech act that effects immediate changes in the institutional state of affairs and tend to rely on elaborate extra-linguistic institutions. (Searle, 1975 : 16). 
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