CHAPTER I INTRODUCTION


1.1 [bookmark: _bookmark9]The Background of the Topic
In the learning language process, making error is important thing that can‟t be ignored. While some people, particularly lay people see errors as a negative thing which is resulted by deficient performance of a language learner. Meanwhile, some others say that error is a positive thing in increase of learner skills in language learning. According to Saehu (2010:1) in Arifah (2013), see the errors as positive as this is a stage which shows the progression of the learners‟ linguistic development as their attempts at producing the language orally and in written. The errors of the English learners frequently are made, especially in daily communication. Some of them do not understand the meaning of the words and utterances used. Consequently, these errors go through the English learners to have misunderstanding in performing their acts.
Good communication can be performed by communicators as long as they are standing on the same context. In other words, if the communicators do not share in the same context, they will never accomplish what they intend to do or to have in their communication. Thus, to avoid misunderstanding in the communication, Canale (1993:35) suggests that the communicators should know a set complex of contextual factors consisting of what is it talking about, who is talking, who is being addressed, and to whom is being talked. The suggestion
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shows that the communication can run well if the communicators understand the meaning of the context.
Contextual factors as aforementioned can be easily found in the form of written texts (dialogue). Dialogues as a part of language activities cannot be separated from speech acts. In the texts of dialogues, the utterances made by the speaker or hearer must be comprehended by identifying the meaning of each utterance contextually in order to avoid misunderstanding. To understand the contextual meaning in speakers‟ utterances, English learners should know the unit of linguistic communication including production of symbol, word, and sentence that are used in communication. In line with this, Searle (1985:5) states that knowing linguistic communication is not the symbol, word, or sentence but rather production of symbol, word, and sentence in the performance of speech acts.
Based on the explanation above, thus, to conduct good communication between a speaker and hearer, they must understand about contextual factors there are what is talking about, who is talking, who is being addressed, and to whom is being talked. On the other hand, the speaker and hearer should know contextual meaning in other to avoid misunderstanding. Thus this study was set to find out the speech act utterances performed by students of English department in the speaking class.
1.2 [bookmark: _bookmark10]The Reason for Choosing the Topic
The reason to choose this topic is under the consideration that many of the students at the time especially the eight semester students of STKIP Garut are not
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aware that the speech acts have the forms and meanings. Therefore the researcher thinks if studying forms of speech acts utterances are used in the texts of dialogues, it will play an important role in identifying the meaning of an utterance. Thus, classifying the forms of speech act utterances and the performance of speech acts will be easily identified.
1.3 [bookmark: _bookmark11]The Assumptions
The following are some writer‟s assumptions:

1. The communicators do not understand the contextual meaning in speakers‟ utterances.
2. The communicators don‟t speak in the same context and don‟t understand about the meaning of the context.

1.4 [bookmark: _bookmark12]The Problem Statement
In light of the background and the problem of the study, the present study addresses the following research questions:
1. What forms of utterances are used by the speakers and hearers?

2. What meaning types of utterances are used by the speakers and hearers?


1.5 [bookmark: _bookmark13]The Objectives of the Study
There are two major purposes by which the writer expects to find out the answer the problems stated above:
1	To identify the forms of utterances which are used by the speakers and hearers.
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2. To investigate the meaning types of utterances which are used by the speakers and hearers.
1.6 [bookmark: _bookmark14]The Scope and Limitation of the Study
Based on the problems and the objectives of study, this study is limited and analyzed to the utterances performed by the eighth semester students of English Education Program of STKIP Garut.


1.7 [bookmark: _bookmark15]The Research Method
This study is aimed at analyzing the speech act utterances in the text of dialogue in terms of performing the acts of locution, illocution, and per locution. Therefore, the researcher uses discourse analysis by applying qualitative method.
„‟Qualitative method is a research which is not intended to set out to test hypothesis, (Surjakusumah, 2001). This method is aimed to find out the content of speech acts performed by students of English Education Program. And this method also is used to identify the three stages of speech act utterances; to investigate the form of utterances; and to analyze the meaning types of utterances performed by students.



1.8 [bookmark: _bookmark16]The Significance of the Study
The research of the utterances performed by students of English Education Program Education Program is expected to give benefits to several elements, such
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as English teachers, English students, and English communicators. For English teachers, it can give pieces of theory and practical about the topic here. For students, it can give a new knowledge for students how to communicate better using correct utterances in relation to speak in the class or public. For communicators, it can be as guidance to avoid misunderstandings when they are speaking.
1.9 [bookmark: _bookmark17]Definition of Terminology
In order to avoid misconception about the topic, the key term of the study will be briefly clarified as follows:
1. Speech Act is the act of saying something that is while producing an utterance or expression, people performs acts. It is about language productive force which depends on place and time to be used.(. )
2. Locutionary Acts are the act of saying something by producing a series of sounds that mean something.
3. Illocutionary Acts are the act performed in saying something. The interpretation of this act is concerned with force.
4. Perlocutionary Acts are the act which can be described in terms of the effect of the locutionary acts and perlocutionary acts upon the hearer‟s feeling, thought, or actions.
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