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CHAPTER II
A REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE

A. General Remarks
	Slang words have spread out all over the society. It is used in mass media such as magazine, Television, Radio, Movie, etc. It is so popular; the researcher can found many slang words in the dialogue of the movies, especially teenager’s movie. That is why slang words are interesting to be an object of discussion.
	This chapter will explain the definition of slang words, the characteristic of slang words, the function of slang words, and the slang words was found in “Mean Girls” movie and the meaning.
	In conducting the research, the writer has to collect and review the related review the literature related to the research. Literature is needed to give theoretical explanation. There are some related literatures that will be explained in this chapter.
B. Sociolinguistics
Language emerged because of the human’s need of each other. Besides, asmeans of communication, language also takes an important role to establish and maintain the relationship between people and the society. Language is thefoundation of society, allowing people to live, work, and play together. By using language, people can also show their characteristics, their background, even 
their personal identity. Because language and society are related each other and it cannot be understood without each other, was considered to be important to study about the two phenomena (language and society). Then, another branch of linguistics that study about the relation of language and society, called sociolinguistics was created. Sociolinguistics is the study of the effect of using language, people can also show  their characteristics, their background, even their personal identity. Because language and society are related each other and it cannot be understood without each other, was considered to be important to study about the two phenomena (language and society). Then, another branch of linguistics that study about the relation of language and society, called sociolinguistics was created. Sociolinguistics is the study of the effect of any and all aspects of society, including cultural norms, expectation, and context, on the way language is used.
According to Chaika (1982:2) “Sociolinguistics is the study of ways people use language in social interaction” while Trudgill (1983:32) defines sociolinguistics as the part of linguistics which is concerned with language as social cultural phenomena.
According to Wardaugh, sociolinguistics investigates the relationships between language and society with the goal of a better understanding of thestructure of language function. It means that in sociolinguistics people will learn about the way of social structures influences how people talk and how language varieties and pattern of use correlate with social attributes such as class, sex, and age.
From the definitions above, it can be concluded that sociolinguistics is thebranch of linguistic which studies the relation between language and society, and it is also the study of the ways people use language in social interaction. Moreover, sociolinguistics is a study of language in relation to society.
C. Language Variation
Some facts about languages are that they are always changing over time,different between one another, and have a lot of varieties. The language variation exist because of the use of single language which is different within a single community, such as men do not speak like women, and older people do not speak like younger people. Trudgill (1983:100) stated “Language, in other words, varies not only according to social characteristics of the speaker (such as his social class, ethnic group, age, and sex). The same speaker uses the different linguistics varieties in different situation and different purposes”.
According to Hudson (1980:24), variety of language is a set of linguistics item with similar social distribution. Ferguson defined language variation as any speech pattern that is sufficiently homogeneous to be analyzed by available techniques of synchronic description and which has a sufficiently large repertory of elements and their arrangement or process with broad enough semantic scope to function in all normal context of communication.

1. Dialect
Dialect is one variety of language.AccordingtoTrudgill (1983:17). Dialect is defined as the differences between kinds of language in vocabulary, grammar, and pronunciation. “Dialect refers to all the differences between varieties of language, those in pronunciation, word usage, and syntax” (Chaika, 1982:132). On the level of vocabulary or word usage, for example, American English called the underground railway as “subway” while British English use the term “underground”. And “corn” which means “maize” in the U.S., Cannada, and Australia, “wheat” in England, and “oats” in Scotland. Even though dialects of the same language are different, it still has common point of features.
2. Register
Different professional and different group may develop distinctive vocabularies. Ferguson in Wardhaugh, (2002:51) says that people participating in recurrent communication situations tend to develop similar vocabularies, similar features of intonation, and characteristic bits of syntax and phonology that they use in this situation. Wardhaugh (2002:51) defines the term register as sets of language items related with discrete occupational or social group. By using register, people can express their identity at a specific time or place.
3. Jargon
Besides slang, the other terms, used in the language register, are Jargon and Jargot.It is difficult to find precise differences among these three terms as their definitions differ depending on the sources; however, their meanings are usually slightly different. According to Wikipedia (2008) jargon1 is “terminology that relates to a specific activity, profession or group. Much like slang it develops as a kind of shorthand, to quickly express ideas that are frequently discussed between members of a group. In many cases a standard term may be given a more precise or specialized usage among practitioners of a field. In many cases this may cause a barrier to communication as many may not understand; argot (French and Spanish for "slang")is a secret language used by various groups, including but not limited to thieves and other criminals, to prevent outsiders from understanding their conversations.”
Jargon is special or technical words used by a particular group or people. What “Jargon” then appears to mean is: it is technical, in-group language as seen by non-technical out-group members. One person’s jargon seems to be another person’s technical vocabulary. Many jargon terms pass into standard language. Jargon, like slang, spreads from narrow group until it is used and understood by large segment of thepopulation.
4. Style
People speak in different ways, formally or informally, according to the situation and the circumstances. Ceremonial occasions require very formal speech, public lectures somewhat less formal, casual conversation quite informal, and conversation between friends may be extremely informal and casual. Speech varies with the situation; different situation require different style of speech.
Style refers to the selection of linguistics forms to convey social or artisticeffects. Style is also as set of instructions. The message it conveys are not normally conveyed in words (Chaika, 1982:29).

D. The Definition of Slang
People speak differently in formal contexts and in formal contexts,especially when speaking informally, people often use slang: an informal butcolorful wordsand expressions.For language students, slang words are not strange anymore.There are some definitions of slang words as follows:
Slang is an unconventional words or phrases that express something new or something old in a new way. Slang words sometimes flippant, impolite, and improper. Since slang is a wide concept and it is used in different and rather confusing ways, there is not fixed definition about it. Lighter (1994:xi) defined slang as informal, non-standard, non-technical vocabulary composed chiefly of novel sounding synonyms for standard word and phrases.
According to Holmes, (2001:170), slang is “Vernacular forms act as solidarity markers: they can indicate membership of close-knit social groups.”
In kamus Indonesia (2001:1080) the definition of slang is “informal and not standard language variety which is seasonal and used by adolescent or certain social groups for intern communication in order that people who don’t belong to their groups do not understand”
In Webster’s third New International Dictionary (1934) cited in Encyclopedia Americana no.25 (1978:17) as follows:
A nonstandard vocabulary composed of words and senses characterized primarily by connotations of extreme informality and usually a currency not limited to a particular region and composed typically of coinages or arbitrarily changed the words, clipped or shortened forms, extravagant, forced, or facetious figures of speech, or verbal novelties usually experiencing quick popularity and relatively rapid decline into dis-use.
	Slang is the non-standard or non-dialectal use of words in a language of aparticular social group, and sometimes the creation of a new words or importation of words from another language. (http://www.Slang Dictionary.com). When an individual applies language in a new way to express hostility, or ridicule, he may be creating slang, but the new expression will vanish unless it is used by another. A new slang term is usually widely used in a subculture before it appears in the dominant culture. Anderson and Trudgill (1983) in Bad Language mention the typical of slang, some of them are:
1. Slang is typical of informal situation
The formality of language is tied to the situation: in formal situation people expect formal language and in formal situation they expect informal language. Slang will be the last choice for anyone attempting to use language for formal, persuasive or business purposes since they will be considered as a rude people. More slang words will be found in the conversation between friends if compared with the conversation between employer and employee.
2. Slang is typical of spoken language
Since the situation in which we write are more formal than the situations in which we talk, as stated above that slang is typical of formal situation,automatically slang belong to typical of spoken language. The example is like when go and watch soccer, they will hear a lot of slang from the crowd but the next morning when people read about the match in the newspaper, there will be far less slang in the paper’s coverage of the game.
3. Slang is found in words, not in grammar
Every language contains vocabulary and grammar. Since there is not grammar of slang, slang cannot be considered as language. That is way, when people talk about slang it is referred to words not grammar or pronunciation.
4. Slang is not swearing
Swearing is type of language use in which the expression refers to something that taboo in cultural and usually express strong emotions and attitudes. That is definitely different with slang. Even though slang terms may contain some taboo words, but it is used for fun and the important thing is that slang words used without emotion.
5. Slang is not register
Register is a specialized vocabulary owned by specific occupation and activity. Registers are different with slang, but may contain slang, as long asthe specialized vocabulary is informal. In the medicine terms, for example, when a patient leaves a tissue sample of examination, the doctor may say that they are sending some meat to the laboratory. These words are learned and used in practice and none of those words are written in the books of medicine. Most of register associated with unofficial, or illegal activities may consist a lot of slang. Like the narcotic business, industries that involve very many people and lies on the fringes often find its way out of this register and into general slang vocabulary. Words such as high, stoned, freaked out, turned on, which related to the effects of drug abuse, shifted their way into slang words.
6. Slang is not cant, argot or jargon
For the first time, the term slang was used by British criminal to refer to their own special language. Cant, a private language of the underworld (criminal) which still used as a term for language of criminals. Thus, slang has moved a long way from its origin. Argot is a name for the language criminals which origin is French and has been used for several centuries with this meaning. Jargon refers to special or technical words used by particular group of people.
7. Slang is creative
Creativity took an important part in the invention of many slang words. The point of slang words is often to be starling, amusing or shocking. Slang expressions- for example, the apple of one’s eye (one favorite), square heads (stupid person), for the first time they are used they are truly creative. Those words attract other people’s attention but when it is used over and over again, its freshness is lost and it turns into rather ordinary lexical items. This then creates a need for few expression and new expression and new metaphors. Since slang is another way to express either something new or something old in a new way, there is constant desire to create new and dramatic expression. Slang words changed continually, it is very unusual for slang words to live on the language for thousand years. By those reasons, creativity is very important in the development of slang words.
8. Slang is short-lived
Most of slang words are accepted into neutral style or else die out rather quickly. Many slang words, such as phone, bike, bus, pub, etc, have become standard or neutral language. There are also many slang words which have been lost. Slang changes through time. What is slang for one person, generation or situation may not be slang for another. This change is directly connected with the creativity of slang. The enormous number of new slang words may trigger the replacement of the old ones.
Slang becomes more acceptable, throughThe Random House Dictionary of The English Language (1987) comments, “because slang expressions are characterized by a sort general irreverence, raciness, or figurative zest, their use is often avoided in the presence of social or hierarchical superiors.”
From the opinion above it can be concluded that slang is non-standard language and for some group with low status slang words are so popular. In other hand, for people of high status is considered taboo.
Slang seems to be one of the most important language formations having a great influence on the development of language. Slang speech is characterized by various linguistic features reflecting the users´ way of living and using the language with emphasis on belonging to a particular group of language users. Student slang ranks the unique position among those groups characterized by specific features distinguished within the student environment. Student speech might be seen as a reaction to formalism and social conventions of literary language. Therefore, it contains a great number of slang expressions restricted to concrete time, place or even subject.
E. Extent and Origin of Slang
Slang can be regional (is used only in a particular territory), but slang terms are often particular instead to a certain subculture, such as music or video gaming. Nevertheless, slang expressions can spread outside their original areas to become commonly used, like cool and jive. Some words eventually lose their status as slang. When slang spreads beyond the group or subculture that originally used it, its original users sometimes replace it with other, less-recognized terms to maintain group identity.
One use of slang is to circumvent social taboos, as mainstream language tends to shy away from evoking certain realities. For this reason, slang vocabularies are particularly rich in certain domains, such as violence, crime, drugs, and sex. Alternatively, slang can grow out of mere familiarity with the things described. Among wine drinkers, for example, Cabernet Sauvignon is often known as "Cab Sav," Chardonnay as "Chard" and so on; this means that naming the different wines expends less superfluous effort; it also helps to indicate the user's familiarity with wine.
Even within a single language community, slang, and the extent to which it is used, tends to vary widely across social, ethnic, economic, and geographic strata. Slang may fall into disuse over time; sometimes, however, it grows more and more common until it becomes the dominant way of saying something, at which time it usually comes to be regarded as mainstream, acceptable language (e.g. the Spanish word caballo), although in the case of taboo words there may not be an expression which is considered mainstream or acceptable. Numerous slang terms pass into informal mainstream speech, and sometimes into formal speech, though this may involve a change in meaning or usage.
Slang often involves the creation of new meanings for existing words. It is common for such novel meanings to diverge significantly from the standard meaning. Thus, "cool" and "hot" can both mean "very good," "impressive," or "good-looking".
Slang terms are often known only within a clique or ingroup. For example, Leet ("Leetspeak" or "1337") was originally popular only among certain Internet subcultures, such as crackers and online video gamers. During the 1990s, and into the early 21st century, however, Leet became increasingly more commonplace on the Internet, and it has spread outside Internet-based communication and into spoken languages. Other types of slang include SMS language used on mobile phones, and "chatspeak," (e.g., "LOL", an acronym meaning "laughing out loud" or "laugh out loud" or ROFL, "rolling on the floor laughing"), which used to be widely used in instant messaging on the Internet in the early 2000s.
F. The Characteristic of Slang Words
	Slang began to creep into English literature although many writers and schools were fiercely against it, saying that it was vulgar, corrupted, uncultured, secret and false, the dialect of the rabble, of beggars, of gypsies and of thieves. Today any writer may use slang freely, especially in fiction, song lyrics and drama (slang of the dukes http://www.Slang Site.org/copyright.html). The following is the characteristics of slang language:
1. Creativity
Creativity means that slang language has cleverness, imagination, productivity, and talent.
2. Flippant
Flippant means that slang language has irrelevant word of the contexts, example; for these games and stupid tricks, these bitches on my dick, from these bitches on our dicks, fucking chicken with no ribs.
3. Fresh
Fresh means that slang language has familiar words, different words, up to date words. Example: Dime means small amount of money
4. Onomatopoeic
Onomatopoeic means that slang language has imitation words. Example: Buzz likes wind.
One use of slang is a simple way of circumventing social taboos. The mainstream language tends to shy away from explicitly evoking certain realities. Slang, and also the informal forms of language, permits one to talk about theserealities in a special language stripped of a usual connotation in the normal register. Slang vocabularies are particularly rich in a certain domains, such as sexuality, violence, crime, and drugs. Originally, certain slang designated the speech of people involve in the criminal underworld, hooligans, bandits, criminals, etc. therefore, their vocabulary carried very vulgar connotations, and was strictly rejected by the speakers of “proper” language. Other groups, generally those on the margins of mainstream society who were excluded or rejected by it, developed their own slangs. Slang is a language based off of shortened words; something like a contraction but used to shorten speech in a hasty manner.
G. The Form of the Slang Words
	Slang is drawn from the vocabularies of limited groups. It has some forms, they are:
1. UCLA Slang	
The use of slang plays major role in the maintenance of the gang’s group identity. It separates the in-group. Who use the slang, from the rest of society who do not and are not part of the gang. A study of slang at a major American University (UCLA) produced a dictionary which included details of syntax and word formation as well as some indications of the origins of many of the slang expressions.	
2. Glasgow
Another form of slang is Glasgow slang. This slang words are used by Glasgow working –clasboys ‘gang in the 1960s. Some of which is used in the wider working-class community.
3. Backward Slang
Backward slang or back slang is a form of slang where words are reversed. English backward slang tends to reverse words by syllable. Verlan is a French slang that uses backward words, similar in its methods to the back slang. Louchebem is Butcher’s slang, similar to pig Latin. For example: biatch, busta,andshizzle.
4. Cockney Rhyming Slang
Another form of slang is Cockney rhyming slang in which, in the simplest case, a given word or replaced by another word or phrase is replaced by another word or phrase that rhymes with it. 
	Interestingly, rhyming slang is not restricted to cockney. In many urban working-class English speech communities, there exist some forms of rhyming slang. For example in Glasgow, house of Fraser (the name of department store chain) is rhyming slang for ‘razor’ and pineapple can mean (catholic) chapel. In Australia an ‘idiot’ (i.e. mug) may be called a milk jug (jug for short). In American rhyming slang ‘cocaine’ (shortened to ‘coke’)called big bloke, ‘jail’ is called ginger ale, and so on.

5. Polary
Polary is an interesting of slang that drew on various sources, including cockney and Italian. Polary was used in London fish markets and the guy subculture in Britain in the 1950s, becoming more widely known from its use by two camp characters, Julian and Sandy, in home, a popular radio show.
H. The history of Slang
Slang was the main reason for the development of prescriptive language in an attempt to slow down the rate of change in both spoken and written language.   Latin and French were the only two languages that maintained the use of prescriptive language in the 14th century.   It was not until the early 15th century that scholars began pushing for a standard English language.  
During the Middle Ages, certain writers such as Chaucer, William Caxton, and William of Malmesbury represented the regional differences in pronunciations and dialects.  The different dialects and the different pronunciations represented the first meaning for the term “slang.”  
However, our present-day meaning for slang did not begin forming until the 16th or 17th century.  The English Criminal Cant developed in the 16th century.  The English Criminal Cant was a new kind of speech used by criminals and cheats, meaning it developed mostly in saloons and gambling houses. The English Criminal Cant was at first believed to be foreign, meaning scholars thought that it had either originated in Romania or had a relationship to French.  The English Criminal Cant was slow developing.  In fact, out of the four million people who spoke English, only about ten thousand spoke the English Criminal Cant.  By the end of the 16th century this new style of speaking was considered to be a language “without reason or order” (Thorne 23).   During the 18th century schoolmasters taught pupils to believe that the English Criminal Cant (which by this time had developed into slang) was not the correct usage of English and slang was considered to be taboo.  
However, slang was beginning to be presented in popular plays.  The first appearance of the slang was in a play by Richard Brome’s and later appeared in poems and songs by Copland.  By the 1700’s the cultural differences in America had begun to influence the English-speaking population, and slang began to expand.  
Almost all of the slang words during this time were anatomical and well known all through Britain and in America due to the British colonists.   Furthermore, certain events happened in the 18th century that helped the development of slang such as, Westward expansion, the Civil War, and the abolitionist movement .  By this time scholars such as Walt Whitman,  W. D. Whitney, and Brander Matthews all considered slang to be anything that sounded new, and that was not in the “glossaries of British dialects” (Thorne 26).  Walt Whitman considers slang to be the life of the language.  Whitman wrote “that slang was a wholesome.....of common humanity to escape the form bald literalism, and express itself illimitably” (Thorne 26).  
This was a turning point for slang it was starting to escape the harsh criticism of being associated with criminals or foreigners.  It was not until the early 1920’s that slang had gained the interest of popular writers.  It was during the post-World War I era that society gained new attitudes about slang.  There was now a demand for entertainment, mass media, and slangy fiction.  
Today modern American slang has been shaped and reshaped by the different cultures and the emergence of technology, which has left our society with varieties of slang from extremes like Street/Drug Slang to African-American Slang.  
I. Slang in Teenagers Society
Slang is a kind of language for a specific age group, consisting of very informal words and phrases. Slang is more common in speech than in writing. Teens all over the world have their own slangs, here are some of them.
Although for some communities slang words make them relaxed, but in reality people  have different views about the use of slang words, some of them considered impolite, because  sometimes slang used in a way that seems cruel or unkind, as when a person called fuck you, jerk, slut, etc.
Slang greatly influences today's society. Many terms, phrases and words that are used in slang often become meaningful in the casual form of speech. The researcher personally resort to slang because it is widely understood and in most cases, easier to prove a point with than using regular language. Also, some people subconsciously use slang without knowing it because it just flows.

J. Concluding Remarks
	There are some groups of people who use special way in communication, slang belong to it. People are fond of uttering them and it is so catchy, they use slang words to make the communication more intimate. Slang words are very informal speech and non-standard language. As language varieties, slang has some characteristics, forms, and functions. In brief, slang is used in informal situation and used by certain group of people.
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