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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION

A. The Background of the Study
People use language to communicate each other. They use language to express their ideas and needs. They cannot live alone and they need interaction. Usually, each community has special way to communicate which is different from other communities. People who are in the same community have the same way to express their thoughts and feelings. The people relate the word ‘language’ to the expression of thoughts. They often say that they ‘can’t find the words’ for their thoughts or express feelings. Or they are ‘hunting for the right words’. Alternatively, we say that language is a means of communication. There are some communities which have special way to communicate each other. They use special language and form expression which becomes popular and uses in daily life, but it is not accepted for formal use. It is used in informal situations. It is known as slang words. Slang is the use of informal words and expressions that are not considered standard in the speaker's language or dialect but are considered acceptable in certain social settings. Slang expressions may act as euphemisms and may be used as a means of identifying with one's peers. “Slang words are words that are widely used in informal speech and writing but are not accepted for formal use”. (Warfel 1972).
Although for some communities slang words make them relaxed, but in reality people  have different views about the use of slang words, some of them considered impolite, because  sometimes slang used in a way that seems cruel or unkind, as when a person called fuck you, jerk, slut, etc.
According to Platt and Platt (1992 : 337)
“Slang words: Casual, very informal speech. Using expressive , but informal words and expression, For some people slang is equivalent to colloquial speech but for others, it means ‘undesirable speech’. Usually colloquial speech refers to a speech variety which often serves as in ‘group’ language for a particular set of people such as teenagers, army, recruits, pop groups, etc. Most slang is rather unstable as its words and expressions can change  quite rapidly, for example: beat it! Scram! Rack of! (for leave)”.
From this opinion can be concluded that slang is very informal and used in some groups of people to make their communication intimate and relaxing, because they consider that it is the same with colloquial speech, but for others it is considered impolite and rather unstable.
Nowadays, many movies use slang words, whether or not they are related to their need in certain context of situation. One of the reasons why a movie maker use slang words is that in a fiction they support the plot of the whole story and they are suitable for the most storyline.
This research examines the use of slang words and expression taken from “Mean Girls Movie”, because it may involve language varieties. “Mean Girls Movie” has some characteristic and that differ from other movies just like in the use of language, for example when it says “fetch” or “Grool (Great and Cool)”.These words exist in “Mean Girls Movie”. Other differences are in the use of some slang expression by teenagers in this movie.

B. The Limitation of the Study
The study focuses on “Mean Girls Movie”, because there areslang words used on that movie. This study also analyzes the meaning each slang word used in the movie.
C. The Problem Statements
The research will be based on the following questions.
1. How many slang words used in “Mean Girls” movie?
2. What the meaning of each slang words was found in the ‘Mean Girls” movie?
3. How many characteristics of slang words?
4. What the characteristics of each slang word used in Mean Girls movie?
5. What is the meaning of those slang words used in “Mean Girls” Movie?
D. The Purposes of the Study
The study focused on slang words in “Mean Girls” movie. So, the researcher will analyze the slang words in this movie and the meaning. Because nowadays slang is booming in teenagers community, social media, and more popular in many movies. The purposes of this study are:
1. To find out slang words and those characteristics used in “Mean Girls”movie.
2. To classify and find out the meaning and the characteristics of slang words in Mean Girls movie.

E. The Significance of the Study
There are some contributions that the research may offer. At least, the result of this study can be used as a source of consideration for the reader and other researchers.
For the reader, the result of this study can increase her knowledge about slang words, because slang words `change quite rapidly from time to times, and this study can be a source that helps the reader to understand slang word.
For other researchers, the result of this study can provide some informative input to conduct another investigation in the same field with certain interest.
F. The Research Design
1. The Methodology
The research is conducted by the writer use the descriptive qualitative method. It starts with data collection. The data are firstly arranges and then analyzed and dispersed. By such ways, it expected that the conclusion can be drawn.
2. Technique of Collecting Data
	The data are collected by analyzing the movie. The study is conducted to find out some information by collecting the data taken from “Mean Girls” movie released in 2004 by analyzing the script of the movie that have some characteristics of slang words.  After the slang words have collected, they are, then analyzed the words one by one. This study used analyzing technique because it is more appropriate effective to get the data.
G. Assumption
It is assumed that will be some characteristics and form of slang words and expression used in “Mean Girls Movie”.
H. Definition of Terminologies
1. Definition of Language:
a) “Language is a system of arbitrary vocal symbols by means of which of social group co-operates” (Block and Tager, 1942:5)
b) “Language is purely humans and non-instinctive method of communicating ideas, emotions, and desires by means of voluntarily produced symbols” (Sapir, 1921:8)
c) “Language is a systematic means of communicating ideas or feeling by the use of conventionalized signs, sounds, gestures, or marks having understood meaning.” (Webster’s Third New International Dictionary of the English Language, 1934: 1390).
d) Language used in societies functions in different ways and linguists have attempted to identify those functions. However, different linguist gave different accounts.

2. Definition of Slang:
a) According to Bethany K. Dumas and Jonathan Lighter, “slang is lower in prestige than Standard English. It tends to appear first in the language of groups with low status”. That may have little power or responsibility. It is often taboo and unlikely to be used by people of high status.
b) “Slang words are words that are widely used in informal speech and writing but are not accepted for formal use” (The New Book of Knowledge, 1972:191).
c) “…………..slang is used for a very informal speech often serves in-group language for a particular set of people”(Longman Dictionary,1992:337).
d) Slang is an area of lexis in a permanent state of flux consisting of vivid and colorful wordsand phrases which characterize various social and professional groups, especially when these terms are used for in-group communication. Slang provides and reinforces social identity but it is also used in society at large to achieve an air of informality and relaxation.Because of its nature and the multiplicity of its aims, slang is a meeting point for people working in different fields, lexicologists, sociolinguists, psychologists, and even for the lay public.
e) Slang words are words, meanings, and phrases commonly used in informal talks” (The Progressive English Dictionary, 1958:247)/
f) “Slang is very informal language and expression that are more common in spoken, especially used by a particular group of people” (Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary  of Current Language, 200:1209)
3. Definition of translation:
a) According Cat ford defines translation as “the replacement of textual material in onelanguage (SL) by equivalent textual material inanother language (TL)” (1974:20).
b) Translation is the process of changing that is written or spoken into another language: an error in translation. (Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary of Current Language, 200:1209).
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