CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION
1.1     The Background of the Study
     Nowadays, speaking English well is necessary for people  because English is an International language.  In Indonesia, English is not the second language, but it is learned and taught  as a foreign language.  Indonesian  people do not use English for daily communication; therefore, they often find some diffficulties to acquire English.  People communicate with other people usually directly, so that someone must speak English well. Many Indonesian people find it difficult to express themselves in English.  The reasons are the lack of vocabularies, lack of confidence, lack of enviromental support, and lack of practice. 
     Students have to learn four language skills in English teaching learning process, popularly known as listening, speaking, reading and writing. Generally language skills are divided into two kinds of  skills, there are productive and receptive skills. The productive skills are related to producing the language through oral and written or usually called active skills. Whereas the receptive skills are related to the capability of receiving the language effectively.
    Speaking is one of the important skills for students who learn English as a foreign language. Through speaking, the students can express their ideas or talk accurately. To practice speaking, the teacher must support them to be confident to express their  ideas.  In this case, the teacher  should make the lesson interesting.
          Conversation lesson is crucial because through conversation students  can practice their English in real life situation and make the lesson not bored.
1.2     The Reasons for Choosing the topic
   The reasons why the writer  chooses the topic are:
a.    Conversation lesson gives the students opportunies to help them to 
   improve their speaking skill.
b.   Situational conversation offers a variety of topics related to daily life.
1.3     The  Problem Statement
The following are questions that guid the writer to conduct the research, there are :
a.  What are the students’ common problems in speaking conversation?
b.  Does  the situational conversation help students’ speak English fluently?
1.4    The Purpose of Research
   The  purposes of this research are:
a.  To discover the common problems of students in speaking conversation
b.  To find out if situational conversation  can improve the students’ 
 speaking conversation.
1.5      The Assumption
     The writer assumes that  improving  speaking skill through situational conversation will positively contribute to improve students’ speaking performance. So, the students can speak well to express their ideas correctly based on the situation.
1.6     The Hypothesis
   Surjakusumah (2002:10) states that “A hypothesis is a prediction about a relationship among variables which not only was testable, but repeatedly was tested against data, i.e as a statement which was empirically falsiable.” Based on the explanation above, the writer’s hypothesizes that situational conversation can improve the students’ speaking skill.
1.7     The limitation of the study
     The writer will focuss in research on the students’ speaking skill by means of  based on situation.
1.8      The Research Design
a.     The  Method
In this research the writer used a pre-experimental research. According  to Surjakusumah (2002:2), a pre-experimental research is a group of subjects (no experimental group and control group). The writer chooses this method because the writer to know wether the scores of speaking taught  by using situational conversation better or not by comparing the students’ scores before and after being taught by using situational conversation technique.


b.  Population and Sample
        The population of this research is the students of Junior High School of the second year  at SMPN 1 Kadungora Garut.
c.     Research Instrument
          Based on the research questions, the writer will use the experimental study by applying oral test as instruments. This test will be used to measure the students’ improvement in speaking. This test is Pre-test; giving some questions directly to the students about student’s identity, hobby and habits. Then, giving the instrument to the students and practice the conversation with their friends. Treatment; The writer asked the students to find the text conversation in the internet or book and practiced it. Post-test; the students practiced the conversation with their friends without using text and it is the final process to collecting data. Then, the result of pre-test and pos-test are computed and analyzed. It is to find out the difference scores betwen them.

1.9       The Significance of the Research
       The writer expects that this study gives some contributions to:
1. The writer 
The writer will get a lot of information about the appropiate method in teaching English and that can reform her teaching and learning English.


2. The Readers
This study may help the readers develop their knowledge about teaching and learning English in Senior High School.
3. The Students
                   This study is expected to encourage students to enjoy their learning  
                   English.
4. The School
        This study is expected to develop the quality of school.
1.10 Definition of Terminology
        In order not to misinterpret the terms employed in this research, some of the terms are clarified as follow :
a. Improving is to make something better in quality or condition.
 (Oxford Learner’s Pocket Dictionary,2008:222)
b.  Speaking is uttering words in an ordinary voice to express our idea,    
   opinion or feeling using of communiation with others.
    (www.dictionary.com)
c.  Students are learner or someone formally enganged in learning, who 
  attends an educational institution especially in a school.
  (Oxford Learner’s Pocket Dictionary,2008:441)
d.  Conversation is informal talk between two or more people to share   
  their  opinion, feeling or experience.(Oxford Learner’s Pocket  
  Dictionary,2008:95)

e. Situation is a set of circumtances or condition especially at a certain 
       time or position. (www.dictionary.com)
f.      Situational conversation is the communication or talk an variety of 
     topics taking places at a variety of places and time.(like in restaurant,  
     at a school, an office,etc)
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