CHAPTER I INTRODUCTION


1.1 The Background of the Topic
Language is very important in human life. With language, human can communicate with others. In fact, as human beings, we all learn to speak at least one language – the language which we hear as we grow up – unless we are abnormal.
Language is a system. It is a system of sounds and meaning, these two units make language features. Lim Kiat Boey (1975) served another features or characteristics of language. These are recursion, arbitrary, social phenomenon, productive and creative. Recursion is similar with the repetition. Arbitrary means that there is no a relation between sound and the object of that sound.
Language is also a social phenomenon; it means that language makes a relationship among people in their community. The people also should have the skills in understanding and producing sound, word, sentence in language. A process in understanding and producing speech for human is called psycholinguistics.
After we know what language is and the process of getting it, we focus on the aspects in language acquisition. The writer wants to know the components of language (phonology, morphology, syntax, semantics), and the roles of neurological aspects in language acquisition. Looked from the kind of language acquisition, we have:


1) First language acquisition, and

2) Second language learning

According to Krashen as in Titone and Danesi (1985 : 43 ) language


acquisition is the subconcious creativecontruct


1	ions process used by children in


acquiring first (and second language, as well as by adult).

Acquisition is a subconscious process, when children learning their language. Language learning is the opposite term in that, it concerned with the grammar of its language. Language is a media which can be used by the children to acquire the culture’s values, moral, religion and other dimension of values in the society, it is like Danesi and Titone explained (1985: 43).
Along with the increasing of the children’s age and knowledge, hence the children could not statically stay only in first language acquisition. Now, they are ready to acquire the second language acquisition or second language learning. Generally, the second language acquisition refers to foreign language teaching-learning or other second languages. In the second language acquisition or second languages learning the people consciously acquire the language, monitored, structured learning situation, and of course second language acquisition is controlled.
Second language acquisition or second language learning is slightly different from first language acquisition. The process in second language acquisition is more complex. In acquiring first and second language acquisition, actually there are several aspects which contribute to the achievement of language


acquisition. The Neurological aspects have roles in both first language and second language learning.
Human learning is characterized in general by such perception of pattern as cognitive organization, practice, personality, motivation, storage and memory and neuropsychological mechanism. The neurologists have a certain view toward language acquisition; they want to find out which part of the brain and which nerve control the language function.
Many fascinating neurological questions arise from the study of language acquisition and language learning. Where is language localized in the brain? How is language encoded and decoded? Neurologists have discovered that the brain can be divided or “mapped” into areas with specialized functions, such as motor activities (movements) and sensory perceptions. Basically, the people’s thought, idea, view, and knowledge are the brain products. Language is a branch of the knowledge; therefore there are the certain places in the brain.


1.2 The Reasons for Choosing the Topic
There are several reasons that encourage the writer to choose the topic, which is mentioned below:
a) Language is very important in human life, because they can communicate with others.
b) The first language acquisition and second language learning, is assumed will help teacher in the language acquisition and learning process.


c) The neurological aspects have the roles in the first language acquisition and the second language learning.


1.3 The Problem Statement
The writing of this paper begins from the cases, which are necessarily discussed. The writer formulates the problems as follows:
a) Where is language localized in the brain?
b) How is language encoded and decoded?
c) To what extent do first language acquisitions have roles in second language learning?
d) How do neurological aspects play their roles in mastering first language acquisition and second language learning?


1.4 The Research Purpose
The purposes of the study are as follows:

a) To ascertain the crucial roles of neurological aspects in the first language acquisition and second language learning.
b) To ascertain part of the brain and which nerve that control the language function
c) To ascertain the contribution of neurological aspects to the first language acquisition and the second language learning.
d) To ascertain the problems faced by the human in the first language acquisition and the language learning.


1.5 The Assumption
Language is what makes us unique as a species. Language allows us to express stimulus-free meanings. Neurological aspect is related to the ability of the brain in assimilating the language. Realizing that, the writer wants to ascertain how the first language acquisition has crucial roles in learning second language. And the neurological aspects have the roles in the first language acquisition and the second language learning.


1.6 The Scope and Limitation
Actually, first language and second language learning are broad studies. To make the study focused on the aspect that can improve the language acquisition and the language learning, the writer limits the study to the roles of neurological aspects in the first and the second language acquisition, especially in connection with parts of human brain which influences on acquiring language.


1.7 The Significance of the Study
The study will give useful information about the roles or function of neurological aspects in first language and second language, which will help the teacher in the language acquisition and second language learning process.
The teacher will know that the development of language is a combination of both genetic and environmental factors. The human organism is designed and programmed biologically to learn language. For the foregoing discussion we can now summarize the most salient differences between first language acquisition


and second language learning in terms of four categories: chronological, cognitive, contextual and motivational.


1.8 The Definition of Terminologies
There are many definitions of terminologies in this research.

a. Language is highly organised system in which each unit plays an important part which is related to other parts ( Lim Kiat Boey, 1975 :1).
b. “Language acquisition as the subconcious creative contructions process used by children in acquiring first and second language, as well as by adult.” ( Krashen as in Titone and Danesi, 1985: 43)
c. According to Titone and Danesi, neurological aspect refers to a neurofunctional view that there is a connection between language function and the neural anatomy. This aspect also emphasizes the language localization in the brain.


1.9 The Research Methodology
The writer wants to describe and analyze the topic of the study using the related literature or library research. The writer decides to use the descriptive qualitative method, in that she wants to acquire a further description about the aspects of neurological which greatly influences the first language acquisition and the second language learning. The writer tries to describe and interpret object based on the real condition. The writer will use questioner to population and sample in her research.


a. Population

Population is an important element in a research. According to Sugiyono (2011 : 171) :
“Populasi adalah wilayah generalisasi yang terdiri atas : obyek/subyek yang mempunyai kualitas dan karakteristik tertentu yang ditetapkan oleh peneliti untuk dipelajari dan kemudian ditarik kesimpulan.”

The population for this research is the 4th year students of English Program students of STKIP Garut. The students who have learned psycholinguistics.
b. Sample
Besides population, sample is also an important element in research, according to Sugiyono (2011: 81):
“ Sampel adalah bagian dari jumlah dan karakteristik yang dimiliki oleh populasi tersebut.”
The writer finds it impossible to reseach all population. So, the writer will take two classes for approximately fifty of the 4th years English students of STKIP Garut.
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