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INTRODUCTION 
This section discusses several research points, such as the background of the study, the reasons for choosing the title, the objectives of the research, the significance of the research, and the important terms of the research.
[bookmark: _Toc207938880] 1.1 Background of the Study 
	Character Education plays a vital role in Islamic educational institutions, where English teachers are increasingly expected to integrate Islamic values into their teaching, particularly through classroom interaction. A teacher plays a crucial role in the educational system (Rahman, 2019). Data from the Ministry of Religious Affairs of the Republic of Indonesia indicates that only 40% of students in Islamic Junior High Schools feel Islamic values are effectively integrated into English language learning. This indicates that integrating Islamic character values into English learning remains a challenge, which may hinder students’ overall character development. As cited in Hidayati (2016), Pennycook and Makoni (2005) noted that the implementation of English Language Learning (ELT) in Islamic contexts was frequently associated with missionary efforts aimed at Western ideologies and values, which are sometimes perceived as incompatible with Islamic principles. In this context, the English teacher holds a strategic role in creating a classroom atmosphere that supports the development of Islamic character through meaningful interaction, particularly in the context of an Islamic Junior High School. However, English teaching material that incorporates Islamic content remains very limited, which makes it important for teachers to be creative in designing classroom activities (Hidayati, 2016). 
	Several previous studies have addressed related themes; however, they tend to focus on teachers' beliefs regarding the integration of Islamic values in English lessons and the school implementation of Islamic values. Research by Rohmah, Fitriyah, & Hanifiyah (2019) shows that MTs teachers believe in the importance of integrating Islamic values in English lessons, although their understanding is still limited and formal.  Although school policy support exists, clearer guidelines and long-term programs are needed to ensure effective integration. Development of learning models that incorporate Islamic values is also recommended to support classroom implementation. In addition, Putriyani (2021) found that the school has implemented Islamic values in the school environment, but the teachers have not implemented the Islamic values well. However, most of these studies have mainly focused on the methods of integration, the impact of incorporating Islamic values, and the challenges faced by teachers. This shows that there are not many studies that specifically discuss the involvement of teachers in building student character with Islamic values in classroom interactions. 
	Therefore, a research gap remains—specifically the lack of studies that highlight the role of English teachers in instilling Islamic character through classroom interactions within the Madrasah Tsanawiyah (MTs) context. This gap is significant because existing research tends to focus on curriculum and materials, whereas direct teacher-student interactions play a critical role in shaping students’ practical Islamic character, aiming to develop habits and behaviours aligned with commendable values and national religious-cultural traditions (Rahman, 2019). Addressing this gap is expected to contribute new insights to the fields of Islamic character education and English language instruction in Islamic educational settings. 
Moreover, this study is closely related to English Language Teaching (ELT) because the way teachers interact with students directly affects learners’ motivation, participation, and achievement in language learning. When Islamic character values such as honesty, discipline, and respect are integrated into English classroom interaction, they foster a positive learning atmosphere that enhances students’ confidence and willingness to communicate in English. Therefore, promoting Islamic character through English lessons can indirectly improve students’ language performance as well as their moral development.
	This research is essential because the teacher’s role in building Islamic character through classroom interaction is rarely studied, even though it is vital in facing the challenges of globalization and preserving students’ Islamic identity within the context of English language learning. Teachers are expected to foster a learning environment that respects diversity and strengthens students’ moral and religious identities. Such an approach also helps counter negative stereotypes and enhances students’ intercultural communication skills (Illananingtyas, 2024).  The results of this study are expected to provide benefits for English teachers, Islamic education institutions, and curriculum developers, especially in strengthening Islamic character education through teacher and student interactions in the MTs environment. 
	The title “The Role of English Teachers in Promoting Islamic Character Through Classroom Interaction at an Islamic Junior High School (MTs)” was chosen to explore how English instruction can support students’ character development within the context of Islamic education through classroom interaction. This issue is important, considering the crucial role of ethical value integration in education, particularly within the madrasah context.
[bookmark: _Toc207938881]1.2 Reasons for Choosing the Topic
	The researcher chose the title “The Role of English Teachers Promoting Islamic Character Through Classroom Interaction at an Islamic Junior High School” because the role of teachers, especially English teachers, is not only to teach academic material but also to help shape students' character. In Islamic schools, Islamic values should be reflected not only in religious studies but also in other subjects, including English. However, in practice, these values do not always appear explicitly in English learning. Nevertheless, teachers still have opportunities to instill positive values in students through meaningful classroom interactions.
	The researcher is interested in this topic because there is a lack of studies specifically discussing how English teachers contribute to the development of Islamic character through simple acts, such as greetings, short advice, or everyday behaviours in the classroom. Moreover, character education built through daily interaction is often more easily understood and internalized by students.
	In addition, the selection of this title aims to provide a clearer picture and in-depth understanding of how English teachers in Islamic school settings contribute to holistic and relevant character education.
[bookmark: _Toc207938882]1.3 Research Questions
1. What roles do English teachers play in promoting Islamic character through classroom interaction at an Islamic Junior High School (MTs)? 
2. What Islamic values are reflected in the interaction between teachers and students?
1.4 [bookmark: _Toc207938883]Research Objective
	This research aims to identify the role of English teachers in promoting Islamic character and to explore the Islamic values reflected through classroom interaction.
[bookmark: _Toc207938884]1.5 Significance of the Study 
	This research is expected to make a meaningful contribution in both theoretical and practical aspects of English language teaching and Islamic character education.
	Theoretically, this study contributes to the growing body of research on character education, especially Islamic values within English language teaching. It offers deeper insight into how teachers play a role in shaping students’ character through classroom interaction in Islamic educational contexts. 
	Practically, the findings are expected to guide and inspire English teachers in Islamic-based schools to integrate Islamic values into their teaching through meaningful interaction. It may also assist schools and policymakers in developing programs or training that support character-building through language education. This study is supported by previous research such as Milal et al. (2020) and Djamdjuri et al.  (2022), which emphasize the role of English teachers in embedding Islamic values through appropriate materials and classroom engagement. 
This study is relevant to the field of English Language Teaching (ELT) since it highlights how moral and religious values can be harmonized with communicative teaching practices. By understanding this relationship, English teachers can design learning interactions that not only focus on linguistic competence but also develop positive learning attitudes, leading to better English performance and stronger character formation.
 	Additionally, this study can serve as a valuable reference for future researchers conducting further investigations on character education, classroom interaction, and the role of teachers in Islamic education—particularly within English language teaching.
[bookmark: _Toc207938885]1.6 Definition of Terminologies 
[bookmark: _Toc207938886]1.6.1 Islamic Character





Islamic character is a collection of ethical and moral principles derived from Islamic teachings, serving as guidelines for a Muslim's attitudes, actions, and interactions in daily life. This character is formed based on the teachings of the Qur'an, the traditions of the Prophet Muhammad, as well as the examples of the companions and scholars. Students are expected to possess both a broad general knowledge and a deep understanding of religious teachings. It is hoped that students can become a generation that is smart and has good morals Fajarianti et. al (2023). 
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  Teachers are professional educators who play a central role in shaping students’ academic and moral development. Their main duties include planning, implementing, and evaluating the learning process (Rahman, 2019) to ensure that students can achieve the necessary abilities. In addition to providing knowledge, teachers also function as mentors and examples in shaping good character and values in students, because according to Wilton in the book Muchas Samani and Hariyanto in (Rahman, 2019), A teacher's conscious and earnest effort is to teach values to his students. To fulfill their role, teacher must continuously improve their professional competence. One example is English teachers, who are responsible for developing students’ language skills and understanding of cultural context. In particular, English teachers are responsible for teaching the language to students as a foreign or second language. Their duties include improving the four language skills (listening, speaking, reading, writing), teaching grammar, and understanding the culture associated with the language. An English teacher is also expected to inspire students to use English in real-life situations. Explanation BBGP West Java (2024) emphasizes the importance of continuous training and mentoring to enhance teachers’ professional competence.
[bookmark: _Toc207938888]1.6.3 Classroom Interaction 
Classroom interaction refers to the two-way communicative process between teachers and learners or among learners themselves that aims to produce dynamic and efficient learning. Mercer (1995:10), in Creece (2005) in (Meilani, 2016) argues that for a teacher to function well, it is essential to understand the range of knowledge that students already possess. This can be achieved by probing into the insights held by the students, responding to their statements, and describing the experiences offered in the classroom. 
In other words, the teacher must align their thinking with the students' way of thinking to encourage the further development of their thinking. This interaction process involves activities such as asking questions, answering, discussing, giving hints, clarifying, and giving feedback. Positive interaction can improve students' understanding, increase their motivation to learn, and create a supportive learning atmosphere.
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Madrasah Tsanawiyah (MTs) is a formal education level equivalent to Junior High School (SMP) under the Ministry of Religious Affairs of the Republic of Indonesia (Kemenag RI). MTs provide general education integrated with Islamic religious teachings. Similar to other secondary schools, MTs also accept all students who have completed their education at the elementary school (SD) or Madrasah Ibtidaiyah (MI) level. Madrasah Tsanawiyah is one of the types of madrasah, which is explained by (Daulay, 2019).
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