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CHAPTER I
[bookmark: _Toc203823510][bookmark: _Toc215081560][bookmark: _Toc215082063][bookmark: _Hlk194393077][bookmark: _Toc179794721][bookmark: _Toc179799972][bookmark: _Toc180516744]INTRODUCTION
This chapter provides the background of the research, the reasons for choosing the research, the research question, the purpose of the research, the significance of the research, and the definition of the term. 
1.1 [bookmark: _Toc203823511][bookmark: _Toc215081561][bookmark: _Toc215082064]Background of the Study
[bookmark: _Toc203823513]Higher-Order Thinking Skills (HOTS) are cognitive processes that extend beyond data memorization, encompassing creativity, critical thinking, and problem-solving. Students gain a deeper understanding and can teach a variety of sciences, according to Corley, making their knowledge more comprehensive and practical Yusuf, (2024). The development of these abilities in high school students is crucial for their success, both academically and professionally, when teaching English as a foreign language (EFL).
The integration of HOTS in EFL education is crucial for preparing students for complex, real-world situations. Dewey, an educational reformer, emphasizes that education should not only focus on memorizing information but also encourage critical thinking and active learning Seema & Kumari, (2024). Teachers can improve their students' capacity to communicate successfully in a range of situations by incorporating HOTS into their lesson plans and encouraging deeper language engagement.
A meticulous approach to syllabus design is necessary for the successful integration of HOTS within the curriculum. Tomlinson, a specialist in various pedagogies, emphasizes the importance of adapting educational activities to meet students' diverse needs Corley, (2005). Theoretical knowledge of HOTS and its practical implementation in EFL classrooms, however, frequently diverge. In this setting, it is essential to design activities that challenge students to think critically and creatively, ensuring they not only learn English but also develop important thinking skills relevant to their future.
Despite the recognized importance of HOTS, many teachers face challenges in effectively integrating these skills into their teaching. These challenges include a lack of adequate training and resources. Freire, an educational theorist, emphasizes the importance of a dialogical approach in education, where students are encouraged to express their thoughts and engage in meaningful discussions O.John & Etim, (2025). However, in many EFL classrooms, traditional teaching methods still prevail, resulting in students not developing the high-level thinking skills essential for their growth. Research has shown that the application of HOTS in EFL teaching can have a positive impact on student learning outcomes. For example, a study by Anderson & Krathwohl, which revises Bloom's Taxonomy, shows that students who engage in high-level thinking exhibit better problem-solving abilities and greater autonomy in their learning Winarti & Istiyono, (2020). This aligns to equip EFL students with the necessary skills to thrive in an increasingly globalized world.
According to Anderson and Krathwohl (Nafiati, 2021), learning should develop all levels of the cognitive process based on the revised Bloom’s Taxonomy. Lower-order thinking skills—remembering, understanding, and applying—are generally mastered first, while higher-order thinking skills—analyzing, evaluating, and creating—require deeper learning activities. However, research by Ningsi & Shaleh (2024) found that implementing HOTS-based assessments in elementary schools faces various challenges, particularly students’ difficulties in developing higher-order thinking. Ginting emphasized that successful implementation requires serious effort from all educational stakeholders. Khoiriyah & Shaleh (2025) identified obstacles such as limited resources, insufficient teacher training, and pressure to meet low national exam standards. Similarly, Pratiwi & Nasution (2025) stated that HOTS implementation in classroom learning is hindered by time limitations and teachers’ inadequate mastery of HOTS concepts. Limited instructional time makes it difficult to conduct in-depth discussion and creative thinking activities, while the lack of training and resources results in teachers struggling to design effective HOTS-based learning.
In conclusion, the successful implementation of Higher Order Thinking Skills (HOTS) in EFL teaching at the secondary school level is crucial for preparing students for future challenges. According to Bloom, concerning the insights of educational theorists and reformers, teachers can develop a curriculum that not only teaches English but also encourages critical thinking and creativity Katende, (2023). A well-structured approach to HOTS will ultimately improve the quality of education and empower students to become independent and reactive learners.
1.2 [bookmark: _Toc215081562][bookmark: _Toc215082065]Reason for Choosing the Topic
According to the background information above, the significance of HOTS is the driving force behind this study.  Higher order thinking skills (HOTS) are crucial for instructors to communicate, broadcast, and create in the increasingly interconnected world of modern education, so integrating HOTS into EFL teaching can not only encourage critical thinking, problem-solving, and creativity among students, but is in harmony with various educational standards that affect the importance of HOTS, and provide practical strategies for educators to improve methodology and improve student learning outcomes.
1.3 [bookmark: _Toc215081563][bookmark: _Toc215082066][bookmark: _Toc203823514]The Research Questions 
[bookmark: _Toc197593000][bookmark: _Toc197593519]How are Higher Order Thinking Skills (HOTS) implemented in the design and delivery of English lessons to high school students?
1.4 [bookmark: _Toc203823515][bookmark: _Toc215081564][bookmark: _Toc215082067]The Research Objective 
In line with the research problem, this study aims to investigate the implementation of EFL teachers in secondary schools about the effectiveness of integrating Higher Order Thinking Skills (HOTS) into their teaching practices. In addition, this study aims to implement the current HOTS approach in EFL classrooms, identify the challenges teachers face in this implementation, and analyze the impact of HOTS on student engagement and learning outcomes.
1.5 [bookmark: _Toc203823516][bookmark: _Toc215081565][bookmark: _Toc215082068]Significances of the Study
In line with the research problem, this study aims to investigate the implementation of EFL teachers in secondary schools about the effectiveness of integrating Higher Order Thinking Skills (HOTS) into their teaching practices. In addition, this study aims to implement the current HOTS approach in EFL classrooms, identify the challenges teachers face in this implementation, and analyze the impact of HOTS on student engagement and learning outcomes. The application of Higher Order Thinking Skills (HOTS) in teaching English as a Foreign Language (EFL) at the high school level is significant both theoretically and practically.
[bookmark: _Hlk205874207]Theoretical Significances
[bookmark: _Toc206095864]The study highlights the importance of cultivating critical thinking and problem-solving skills among students, which are particularly crucial in an increasingly complex world. By integrating HOTS into the EFL curriculum, educators improve students' language skills while empowering them to analyze, evaluate, and create. This alignment with contemporary educational standards ensures that students acquire essential skills highly valued in today's job market, thereby preparing them for real-life challenges outside the classroom.
[bookmark: _Toc203823518][bookmark: _Toc215081567][bookmark: _Toc215082070][bookmark: _Hlk205874465]Significances Practices
[bookmark: _Toc206095866]Practically, implementing HOTS in EFL teaching increases student engagement and motivation by transforming learning into a dynamic and interactive experience. Students become active participants, applying their language skills in a real-world context, which makes the learning process more relevant. Additionally, this approach contributes to the broader goal of enhancing the quality of education by equipping students with the necessary tools to succeed academically and professionally. Ultimately, this research underscores the importance of cultivating high-level thinking in students, meeting the demands of modern education, and enhancing overall learning outcomes in the 21st century.
1.6 [bookmark: _Toc203823519][bookmark: _Toc215081569][bookmark: _Toc215082072][bookmark: _Hlk205874571]The Definition of Terminology
[bookmark: _Toc206095868][bookmark: _Toc206674733][bookmark: _Toc197593008][bookmark: _Toc197593527]Application of High-Level Thinking Skills in EFL Teaching for Senior High School. In the context of teaching English as a Foreign Language (EFL) at the senior secondary school level, High-Order Thinking Skills (HOTS) refers to cognitive processes that go beyond basic memorization and the recall of facts. These skills include analysis, evaluation, and creation, which are important for students to engage deeply with the material and develop critical thinking skills. The implementation of HOTS in EFL classrooms aims to foster a more interactive and engaging learning environment, encouraging students to think critically about language and its application in various contexts.
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Higher-Order Thinking Skills (HOTS) are cognitive processes that extend beyond memorizing the basics and recalling facts. HOTS encompasses skills such as analysis, evaluation, and creation, enabling students to engage deeply with the material, enhance their critical thinking skills, and apply their knowledge in real-world contexts. According to Bloom, in an EFL class, for example, students may evaluate different texts, analyze language structures, or create original dialogues, fostering a richer learning experience. This concept is supported by educational theorists such as Köksal et al., (2023). 
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English as a Foreign Language (EFL) refers to the teaching and learning of English in countries where it is not the native language. EFL instruction focuses on equipping students with the essential language skills necessary for effective communication. In high school, EFL programs often prioritize the development of proficiency in reading, writing, speaking, and listening. According to Harmer, integrating HOTS into the EFL curriculum can significantly improve students' overall language competence and prepare them for global communication, as noted by linguist Firdaus, (2018).
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Numerous studies underline the importance of HOTS in EFL teaching. Fostering HOTS not only facilitates language acquisition but also prepares students for real-world challenges. When students engage in high-level thinking, they learn to apply their language skills in practical situations, improving their ability to communicate effectively and think independently. Critical thinking and problem-solving skills are essential to navigating the complexities of the modern world, making the integration of Higher Order Thinking Skills (HOTS) in EFL teaching essential for students' future academic and professional success. 
This perspective is supported by Dewey, who emphasizes the role of critical thinking in education as a means of achieving it Rifky et al., (2024). In summary, understanding the key terminology associated with the implementation of High-Order Thinking Skills in EFL teaching is crucial for comprehending the significance of this research. By defining HOTS, EFL, and the importance of these skills, we can appreciate how they contribute the developing students' critical thinking and language proficiency, ultimately preparing them for future academic and professional endeavors.
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