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Higher-Order Thinking Skills (HOTS) are essential competencies in 21st-century education, enabling students to think critically, solve problems creatively, and apply knowledge in real-world contexts. This study aims to analyze the implementation of HOTS in the design and delivery of English language instruction for high school students to foster deeper understanding and meaningful learning. A qualitative descriptive approach was used, and data were collected through semi-structured interviews with English teachers. The interview guide consisted of open-ended questions exploring teachers' understanding of HOTS, strategies used to integrate HOTS into instructional practices, challenges encountered during implementation, and perceived impacts on student learning outcomes. Semi-structured interviews were chosen to provide flexibility and allow researchers to gain deeper insights into learners' experiences. Findings indicate that teachers implement HOTS based on student needs and classroom conditions. Strategies implemented include class discussions, project-based learning, open-ended questions, role-playing simulations, and differentiated learning, all of which encourage students to analyze, evaluate, and create, in accordance with the Revised Bloom's Taxonomy. The main challenge is the variation in students' cognitive readiness and abilities, which requires adaptive approaches such as heterogeneous grouping and case-based learning. Overall, HOTS integration has a positive impact on students' critical thinking, creativity, communication, and collaboration skills, although ongoing professional development for teachers is still necessary.
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