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[bookmark: _Toc213755043]CHAPTER I
[bookmark: _Toc213755044] INTRODUCTION
In this chapter, the research background is explained by discussing differences of formal, and non-formal education. Many contexts and approaches of teaching English in formal, and non-formal settings have been the subject of numerous research, other studies have focused on the experiences of students, the viewpoints of teachers, and instructional strategies that promote language acquisition and fluency. However, due to curriculum, goals, needs, and other considerations, the methods that teachers employ in the course may also differ from those that they use in the classroom. The differences between formal and non-formal English teaching situations and how students perceive require more investigation. Furthermore, this chapter present the reason for choosing the topic, research questions, research objectives, significance of the study, and definition of terminologies.
1.1 [bookmark: _Toc213755045]Background of the Study
As an international language, English is crucial in various aspects of life, including the workplace and education. English instruction in schools has become essential for students to acquire the language skills, they need to communicate, learn, and develop both educationally and professionally. English is widely included in curricula at a variety of educational institutions. There are three types of education: formal, non-formal and informal education (Elice et al., 2024; Johnson & Majewska, 2022; Verma et al., 2023). 


In Indonesia, English is the first foreign language taught (Sari et al., 2024). English is not only taught in formal schools but also in non-formal setting. Formal education includes educational levels such as elementary, middle, high school, and university (Elice et al., 2024). Meanwhile, non-formal education refers to learning activities that take place outside of the school setting, such as English Courses (Rahayu, 2020). English is one of the most crucial lesson in elementary, middle, and high schools and is even part of the curriculum (Sari et al., 2024). Formal education has a syllabus-based structure, with predetermined durations and 
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scheduled examinations (Johnson & Majewska, 2022; Verma et al., 2023). While non-formal is more flexible based on students need (Ningsih, 2021; Nuraini et al., 2024; Rahayu, 2020). However, the limitations of formal education are its emphasis on achievement and its propensity for subjective appraisal (Rahayu, 2020). Therefore, non-formal education is crucial to supporting the teaching and learning processes, because only depend on formal institutions is insufficient (Rahayu, 2020). Additionally, non-formal knowledge can be the basis for "formal" information, and knowledge acquired in non-formal ways can be the catalyst for personal growth and personality development (Dumitru, 2018).
There are several key differences between formal and non-formal education institutions. Formal schools are usually run by the government organizations and require full-time, sequential study over several years that generally follows a prescribed curriculum (Elice et al., 2024; Johnson & Majewska, 2022).  These  institutions include elementary school, junior high school, senior high school, and university, collectively known as formal or school education (Elice et al., 2024). Additionally, non-formal education is the term used to describe structured learning activities that occur outside of the established educational system (Rosari, 2019; Verma et al., 2023). Non-formal education is typically consists of shorter, part-time courses that focus on skills and knowledge that students may immediately apply (Elice et al., 2024). Examples include English courses, tutoring programs, vocational training and community-based learning initiatives. Formal education follows a syllabus-based, hierarchical structure with fixed timelines   (Johnson & Majewska, 2022; Verma et al., 2023). Whereas non-formal education is more flexible, adapting to students' needs and learning pace (Ningsih, 2021; Nuraini et al., 2024). Additionally, formal education relies on structured assessments like midterm and final exams, while non-formal education often lacks standardized testing (Verma et al., 2023).
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Because of the differences in characteristics between these two types of institutions, it is assumed that the methods used by teachers in formal educational institutions (schools) may differ significantly from those used by teachers in non-formal environments (English courses), and that this may have an impact on the 


effectiveness of learning and students' perceptions of the learning process. Different curriculum design elements, learning goals, student needs, and institutional limitations are the causes of this diversity (Richards & Rodgers, 2014). Further research is needed into how English teaching methods differ between formal and non-formal contexts and how students perceive the difference in these methods. Understanding students' perspectives can assist pinpoint areas where learning environments need to be improved and provide insight into the efficacy of particular teaching methods. 
Various studies have examined the instructional strategies employed to encourage students in Kampung Inggris Kebumen to speak English fluently and how their acquire the language (Rahayu, 2020). Other study investigated teaching to variation in learning for non-formal educational institution (Elihami & Suparman, 2020). While, Rosari (2019), analyze the teacher professional identity influences Indonesian English teachers' preferences for formal versus non-formal schools. Other studies look at how to develop cooperative learning programs for secondary school teachers and youth workers to bridge the gap between the formal and informal education sectors and observe how knowledge is shared and skills are improved (O’Regan et al., 2023). Another study was carried out to find out the best ways to teach in rural schools (Nama & Ate, 2022). The perceptions of non-formal learning environments for English in Prambanan Temple, including base-camp, café, and testing to engage with English native speakers, were examined (Saraka, 2020). Research has been conducted to ascertain how English is taught by teachers at LP3N Kerinci non-formal education institutions (Ningsih, 2021). Other study examine the teaching, working dynamics, and complexity experienced by non-formal English teachers from their perspective, as well as the ways in which these topics impact their well-being (Hapsari, 2020). 
From the previous study mentions before, these studies demonstrate the various contexts and methods of teaching English in formal, and non-formal settings. Students' experiences, teacher perspectives, and instructional practices that support language learning and fluency are all revealed. Despite these contributions, previous studies have only focused on a single institution and there are still lack studies that explore the differences between English teaching methods used in formal vs non-formal educational settings, as well as how students perceive their educational experiences in these various settings. Therefore, the researcher is interested in closing the gap by analyzing the English teaching methods used in formal schools and non-formal language courses and investigating the students' perceptions of their learning experiences in both settings.
1.2 [bookmark: _Toc213755046]Reasons for Choosing the Topic
Many educational institutes incorporate teaching English in their curricula. Many people not only learning English in formal education but also in non-formal education, and just learning English in formal education is not enough. Formal and non-formal education have significance differences in structure, assessment, goals, needs, etc. Formal school tend to use government recommended curricula and standardized test, while course more flexible and focus on practical needs. The teaching methods between formal and non-formal may different because these variations. The researcher interesting to explore the differences English teaching methods in both institutions. Based on the previous study, there is little research to explore the English teaching methods in these two settings, especially from students’ perspectives. This study is critical for understanding the benefits of different strategies and making recommendations for improvement.
1.3 [bookmark: _Toc213755047]Research Questions
Based on the discussion, this study attempts to answer the question:
1. What are the differences in English teaching methods between formal and non-formal education?
2. What are students’ perceptions of learning English in formal and non-formal setting?
These questions will guide the study in exploring the teaching methods in formal and non-formal education and students' perspective.
1.4 [bookmark: _Toc213755048]Research Objectives
Based on the research questions mentioned above, this study aims to analyze the methods of teaching English in formal and non-formal educations, and to explore the students’ perceptions of English learning experience in formal and non-formal education setting. 
1.5 [bookmark: _Toc213755049]Scope of the Study
This study focuses on analyzing the methods used in teaching English between formal and non-formal schools and exploring students' perceptions of their learning experiences at both institutions, particularly concerning the affective and cognitive dimensions. This study is limited to two formal schools and one non-formal English course in Garut. The participants consist of three English teachers from each institution and three students who are learning English at both settings. Data were collected through classroom observations and interviews over a period of approximately two months. This study does not aim to generalize the findings to all schools in Garut but rather to provide an in-depth understanding of how English teaching methods and students’ experiences differ between the two educational contexts.
[bookmark: _Toc213755050]1.6 Significance of the Study
The researcher expects that the results of this research can be significant in the following aspects: first theoretically, this research can be expected to enrich the literature on research in differences in English teaching methods in formal and non-formal schools. It is anticipated that by looking at students' perceptions, this study will offer insightful information on their preferences, challenges and motivations in learning English.
And second practically, for educators, it is hoped that educators will be able to use the findings to improve their teaching methods, making sure that both formal and non-formal institutions use more engaging and successful ways. For education policymakers and curriculum developers, it is hoped that the findings can inform decision-makers about best practices for English language teaching and help design more inclusive learning programs that cater to the needs of various learners. Thus, it is anticipated that this research will advance the theoretical and practical facets of teaching English.
[bookmark: _Toc213755051]1.7 Definition of Terminologies
To avoid misunderstandings of some of the conceptual words utilized in this research, it is imperative to give precise explanations for some of the major term:
1.7.1 Formal education, sometimes referred to as school education, is comprised of several distinct educational levels, including elementary, junior high, high school, and university (Elice et al., 2024). Formal education characteristics include a hierarchical organization, a syllabus and subjects that are concentrated within a specific time period, intentional planning, a time-based grading system, curriculum-driven and subject-focused, and teachers who instruct students (Verma et al., 2023). In this research, the researcher will choose senior high school as one of the formal education systems.
1.7.2 Non-formal education refers to teaching and learning activities that are conducted outside of the school setting in order to address the educational needs of specific students and to get knowledge, information, training, and direction (Rahayu, 2020). Non-formal education is scheduled, has a variable timetable and syllabus, is age-neutral, involves the development of professional skills, and is practical and vocational (Verma et al., 2023). In this research, non-formal education means English courses.
1.7.3 Perception, which starts with the process of receiving, organizing, and ends with interpreting or translating, is a state in which a stimulus can capture and pay attention to an object so that it affects behavior that varies from person to person depending on their knowledge and experience (Emilia et al., 2021). There are two types of factors that influence perception: internal factors, which include physiological conditions, attention and experience, memory, and mood, and external factors, which include stimulus and environment (Emilia et al., 2021). In this context, students’ perception is the students statement based on their knowledge and experience.
1.7.4 A method was defined as a comprehensive strategy for the methodical delivery of a language course using a chosen methodology  (Brown & Lee, 2015). Methods often identify instructor and student roles, language and subject-matter objectives, sequencing, and materials (Brown & Lee, 2015). Methods are a collection of classroom standards for achieving linguistic objectives (Brown & Lee, 2015). So, English Teaching Method is defined as a comprehensive strategy for the delivery of English language materials by using a chosen methodology to achieve classroom standards in linguistic objectives.  
